
“In the first two weeks of the pandemic, foodbanks reported an
81% increase in need compared to the same period last year. 
It is likely that more and more households are going to need
to use a foodbank in the coming months. We have reached out
to the local community and have had an amazing response. 
Local businesses and organisations have donated food,
individuals have stepped up to volunteer at the food bank and
deliver food packages to households in need. We are
constantly striving to secure more donations.  

We recognise that your organisation has made a
difference during the pandemic and as a very small
gesture, we have attached a certificate in recognition of
your support and generosity. 
Please feel free to share this should you want to, so that the
rest of our community can see your amazing generosity and
how supportive you have been”.

THe WHOLe OF THe

HILLINGDON FOODBANk TeAm

dear ickeNham
churches

i am writing to you on behalf of the 
whole team at hillingdon Foodbank, 

to thank you for your generosity during 
the corona virus pandemic.

Hillingdon Foodbank is part of The Trussell foodbank network.
Registered Charity Number: 1148148 | Registered in England and Wales

Hillingdon Foodbank HELPING LOCAL PEOPLE IN CRISIS

St.Giles Church

Thank you for supporting Hillingdon Foodbank during the 
Corona Virus Pandemic 2020. 

Your donations make a BIG difference to local people in 
crisis. 

Editor: Jim Lee Email: editor@ickenhamchurchnews.co.uk Visit ICN Online at: www.ickenhamchurchnews.co.uk
For events: Submit online at www.ickenhamchurchnews.co.uk For advertising: advertising@ickenhamchurchnews.co.uk or 07789 900048

Donations: c/o Alison Summerfield at The Office, St Giles’ Church, Ickenham, UB10 8BG
Ickenham URC at: www.ickenhamurc.org.uk St Giles’ at: www.stgileschurch.co.uk

if anyone has any idea what ‘normal’ is supposed to look
like, perhaps they would let the rest of us know! in an
unprecedented move, the government closed all places of
worship when they locked down the country due to the
coronavirus, and although re-opening has now been
allowed it’s not quite business as usual.
St Giles’ is open for private prayer on Tuesday evenings
between 7 and 8pm, and again on Friday mornings between
10 and 11am. Alternate rows of pews have been cordoned off
to allow for social distancing, but those who come in are able
to sit quietly and think / pray in a space where worship has
been offered to God for over 700 years.
On Sundays services have been ‘online’ only for the last four
months, using the St Giles’ Youtube channel. In common with
churches across the country, there has been an increased
attendance – often later in the day or on other days of the week.
Realising that many people can’t ‘do church’ on Sunday
mornings (for whatever reason) church leaders are now
considering how best to continue offering ‘virtual’ church even
when the current pandemic is over. St Giles’ has continued
streaming an early 8am Holy Communion from the Book of
Common Prayer and a 9:45am Holy Communion with hymns
and songs. As there is no opportunity for work with children,
a new service for families was launched at 9am called ‘Family
Praise’ – short and snappy with video stories and action songs.
Since the beginning of July, churches have been able to offer
small ‘socially distanced’ services, but as yet, with no singing
allowed. St Giles’ has restarted the 8am (said) Communion
service, but due to government guidelines, booking is required
so that names and contact numbers are available, if required,
for NHS Trace and Test. How wonderful it is to come together
to share in the Lord’s Supper – the next task is to work out how

to offer Communion to a larger number of people over the
course of a week or month.
Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals – are all back on! The
current government limit on numbers is 30 for these ‘life-event’
services. The first two weddings are already booked for August,
for two couples whose marriages had been ‘postponed’ when
Covid-19 hit but have rebooked to ‘tie the knot’ this year with
close family and friends alongside them. Both couples have
moved their big wedding celebrations to 2021, and are
planning to have their ‘weddings’ all over again when all their
guests can be present. Anyone wanting to enquire about
baptisms, weddings or funerals should email the church office
(office@stgileschurch.co.uk) in the first instance.

And ‘Normal’ at the moment is changeable, fast-paced, and
ever-moving, and as with everything else, the Church must
change and adapt within allowable parameters. Places of
worship may have been closed, but God has not been absent.
His face has been present in our community in every kind,
good, and compassionate word and deed that we have
witnessed over the past few months in our everyday,
uncertain, and ‘normal’ lives. 

FAD

“Normal services will be resumed as sooN as possible....”

Ickenham URC covenanted with St Giles’ Church of England
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viral uN-load...
i wonder whether you have ever had a glitch on your
laptop only to find that you have been ‘infected’ by a
troublesome virus - a virus that slipped in, unseen, and
unheard, whilst you were busy browsing the internet in
search of plants for the garden, or asking Google the
answer to a burning question?
We live in fear of the dreaded ‘computer virus’. In the
space of one click it is possible to be opened up to one of
many viruses that do anything from slowing down your
computer to ruining the hard drive. We have learnt how
to deal with the threat by developing antivirus software –
which is good news for those of us who rely on them for
information and communication. 
Over the last few months we have lived in fear of the
Coronavirus. Some forms are more virulent than others – and
some people are more susceptible than others – but exposure
to Covid-19 has demonstrated a range of possible outcomes
from asymptomatic illness to death. We are learning how to
live in the light of this new threat – things to get right (lots of
handwashing) and things to avoid (hand shaking and hugs).
I wonder whether coming through the Covid-19 crisis together
will help us to get the best out of Life?
Dealing with the threat relies on our continued vigilance as
we keep on handwashing and maintain our ‘social’ distance.
Yet living with the virus has shown us the best of humanity.
Communities have come together to feed the hungry
(foodbanks), house the homeless (in hotels), raise spirits
(impromptu Zoom choirs & orchestras), and look after the
needy and vulnerable (volunteer shoppers, drivers,
medicine collections). 

Justice and mercy demand that we continue to live with love
and humility towards others. many of us are familiar with the
poem ‘Desiderata’ – but did you know that much of it comes
straight out of the bible? Paul said, “Live in harmony with one
another. Honour others above yourselves. Rejoice with those
who rejoice, and mourn with those who mourn. Be careful to
do what is right in the eyes of everyone. As far as it depends
on you, live at peace with everyone.”  
Would balance, peace, and harmony prevail if those wise
words from history were to go viral...?

News From ickeNham urc
previously at this time of the year i have given you details
of the charity ickenham united reformed church would
be supporting as our christmas appeal and asking the
community for their support. The church agreed, after
many years, to support a different charity this year.
unfortunately, because of the lockdown, it has not been
possible, at present, for the church to select their new
charity. as soon as a decision has been made, and we are
able to organise ways of safely supporting a charity, under
the restrictions in place, we will put the information in
icN. in the past the support given by the community has
been excellent and most appreciated.  
On Sunday July 5th we celebrated our first service to be held
since lockdown. The service was led by Peter Williams and
was graced with 18 people in the congregation. Fifteen of our
own church membership, joined by three visitors. The theme
of the service was - 'This is none other than the House of God'
- Readings Genesis 28: 10-22 and selected verses from Hebrews
11. We also celebrated the anniversary of the founding of the
NHS, whose 72nd birthday it was on Sunday 5th July.
As lockdown eases it is hoped that at least some of the people

who were advised to self-isolate and
are now able to go out for exercise once
a day and will appreciate some of the
nature all around us. I have certainly
enjoyed the wild flower displays in
Swakeleys Park as well as the young
moorhens, coots and ducklings on the
lake. It reminded me of the Hymn that
I learnt at infant school

All things bright and beautiful
All creatures great and small
All things wise and wonderful 
The Lord God made them all.
Each little flower that opens,
Each little bird that sings,
He made their glowing colours,
He made their tiny wings.
He gave us eyes to see them
And lips that we might tell
How great is God Almighty
Who has made all things well.

DOROTHY VICkeRY

With love, Felicity
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Now it is more important than
ever to get into your gardens.

i am not currently travelling, 
but very happy to give advice

over the phone or email.

so please do get in touch.
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dear customers,
we are following the Government

rules. please be patient and we will
be more than happy to clean for you
after this lockdown comes to an end.

please stay safe. 
best wishes from Fairies limited

virtual visits are available for
prospective parents during the

period of coronavirus lockdown.
please email

info@sthelenscollege.com
to arrange a virtual visit.

registrations are now open 
for 3+ entry in september 2021 

and september 2022

ickenham electrical services 
has served the local community for
over 20 years and we are available

for all your electrical needs. 
we are a Niceic approved and 

an aGe uk approved trader and
offer a full spectrum of services.

“The covid summer”
well, of course it formally started with the lockdown in
march, but is that how  we will remember this odd period
of time? it's a  time when we isolated together with family,
with less interaction with the wider world except through
the media (hail Zoom successes!) one’s immediate
neighbours have been extraordinarily kind, and even
strangers have been elaborately courteous while trying to
bob round you on the pavement; but it is the many
community-wide ickenham events that have not taken
place which are much missed, the activities that help make
“ickenham... Just the best village”

The most glaring loss was the wonderful Ickenham Festival,
run biennially since 1976. The founders and previous and
current teams managed to arrange a fantastic range of events
for the Festival Week (usually in the middle of June); open
gardens, sports events, history trails, tea parties, children's
competitions, flower shows, concerts, special church services,
nature walks, a quiz night - indeed, their green-shirted
organisers seemed to be everywhere. It all culminated with
the Gala Day on the second Saturday, with a parade round the
village before events in Swakeleys House grounds, Vyners
School or (in 2018) milton Court. The parade was my favourite:
a mix of flatbed trailers with whole classes from the primary
schools recreating a nursery rhyme, say, groups like the TWG
or the then- NWR fancydressed on a lorry, special cars, cub
groups, walking groups, individuals.... The day would
conclude with a super open-air concert under the stars. 
[The Festival committee are also responsible for the sparkly
Christmas lights later in the year and the December
Community Night, and some excellent social events.]
Although thankfully church services have resumed, under the
regulation constraints, what was lost was the annual
Churches' Holiday Club, which has run for over fifty years in
the last week in July and has enthused several generations of

Ickenham children, and involved so many adult helpers too. 
Other things we missed - all contributing to the buzz that
enlivens Ickenham - were the Horticultural Show, school fetes,
library events, scouting/guiding activities, Butterflies coffee
mornings, badminton, language groups, the Compass Theatre
shows, shopping locally rather than supermarket deliveries...
I am sure you will have things you would like to add. So,
search your memory, enjoy old photos, reminisce about past
glories ~ and hope fervently that most of these will resume as
soon as they safely can. 

Flowerpots  Ickenham Festival  NWR 1990

Ickenham Festival  Winners 2010

Holiday Club  Group 17  2008
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sT Giles’ church 
sTreeT praYer lisT 

You would be most welcome to join us each Sunday 
at St Giles’ Church 8.00am and 9.45am services, 
as we pray for all the people who live or work 
in a particular road in the Parish as follows: 

2nd Aug   Austins Lane
9th Aug    Aylsham Drive
16th Aug  Bellamy Close
23rd Aug  Boniface Road
30th Aug  Breakspear Road South

6th Sept    Bridge Way

13th Sept Broadacre Close

20th Sept Burford Close

27th Sept Burnham Avenue

committals at breakspear crematorium
          28th may   keith Copley, aged 89
          4th June     Alastair Ainsworth, aged 72
          30th June  Denise Cazeaux, aged 89

From The 
churches’ reGisTers

drop-iN For The bereaved
The monthly drop-in has been cancelled 

for the foreseeable future.
There is some informal contact by bereavement visitors 

with those who regularly attend the drop-in.

do You Need someoNe To Talk To?
We’re still here to listen!

…but on the phone. 

ring: 07902 298319
Saturday 10.30-12.30 and Thursday 6-8pm

GreNFell Tower – 3 Years oN...
at 6pm on 14th June 2020 churches all
across london rang their bells 72
times to remember the tragic loss of
life in the fire that had raged at
Grenfell Tower three years earlier.
The blazing inferno in the 24 storey
tower block that night was recorded
as the worst residential fire in the uk
since ww2.
St Giles’ bell rang out both as a mark of
respect for those who perished and to

stand in solidarity with those who survived. For those present
each toll was a grim reminder of a precious life cut short, as
the 72 tolls were carefully timed to fit the allotted three
minutes. As the bell-ringer counted aloud to monitor his grim
task there was also the stark realisation of the extent of the
loss suffered by the Grenfell community. For two minutes we
stood in silence, alone in our thoughts, brought back to reality
by one long, ponderous toll of the bell for each of the three
years that have passed.

The enquiry continues, as does support for the bereaved and
for survivors. Our thoughts and prayers are with them all,
and we continue to pray that nothing on this scale will ever
happen again.

No holidaY club...?
wonderZone, our holiday club for 2020, has been
postponed – but pirate poppy will be sailing into st Giles’
You tube channel in august, along with squawk the parrot
and uncle Greybeard. 
The motley crew of the St Giles’ will be docking at 9am on
Sundays 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th August. 
Pirate Poppy has sent a message to all would-be Pirates, which
you can watch here:
http://www.stgileschurch.co.uk/noticeboard/summer-sundays-families/

see you there – if you dare!
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i am available to help should you
need information or advice on any
future holidays that are affected by
the current travel restrictions or if
you are thinking further ahead and

would like some inspiration.

Use this space to connect 
with over 5,000 homes in 

Ickenham and beyond
NB. Advertising is chosen to maintain a balanced view of local services

Your Advert Here

Please contact Alison
advertising@ickenhamchurchnews.co.uk
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doNaTioNs to the ICN are very
gratefully received and individually

acknowledged by email. 
Please make donation cheques out to

“pcc of st Giles’ church” and send to
Alison Summerfield at: The Office, 

St Giles’ Church, uB10 8BG. 
This month our grateful thanks go to:

Butterflies; A. Beke, Wirral; and 
e. Dalton, Ickenham   Thank you!

••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 
copY deadliNe daTes

••• ••• ••• ••• ••• •••
The ICN needs your stories - deadline 
for the October/November edition is: 

12noon on Friday 11th september. 
and future editions by the following dates: 

Friday 6th November - for the 
December/January edition.  

All items are subject to editorial review. 

••• ••• ••• ••• ••• •••

I want 
to help...!I want 
to help...!

For The love oF scrubs & masks
Volunteer to Sew Scrubs, Scrub Bags and Hats
Contact: Sital Punja, email: FTLOS.HWG@gmail.com
or tel: 07734 443350

ickeNham covid-19 muTual aid Group
A group on Facebook for people who want to help
others or need support during the current crisis. 
A place to share information. Anyone in Ickenham 
can join, either to help others out or if you need help.
www.facebook.com/groups/756222734904162  
or search 'Ickenham Covid mutal Aid Group' 

The Residents’ Association 
can only currently maintain

an online presence. 
Their latest update can 

be found on their website
www.ickenhamresidents.co.uk
They are currently looking for 
a new membership Secretary. 

If you think you would be interested /
could help please email them on

ickenhamresidents@hotmail.com

carers Needed
Our 4 year old son has learning and

physical difficulties and we are looking
for two Carers to share provision of

council funded support for him at home,
which is in the centre of Ickenham. 

The support would be for an average of
8-10 hours a week (increased hours are
funded for school holidays), probably
over 3 sessions, with flexibility. Please

contact me for further information.
Barbara 07557 017660

we were so sorry to have to cancel this year’s Festival
due to covid-19 restrictions. our plans for the remainder
of 2020 are sadly much reduced. 

We cannot, at present, consider any Autumn events which
place a large number of people in the same room – so no
jumble sale, quiz or race nights. The Christmas lighting
plans for the Village are proceeding but Festive Community

Night, as we know it, must be in doubt. We will continue to
review the Government guidelines for events.
If anyone has suggestions for Festival activities which could
proceed this year (e.g. online or outdoor), then please do get
in touch.  
We look forward to working with the many Ickenham
organisations, groups and businesses as we plan for the next
Ickenham Festival, dates to be confirmed. We appreciate any
offers of help and support towards that aim. Please watch
our Website or Facebook & Twitter pages for any updates.
www.IckenhamFestival.org.uk

DOuG NeILSON, VICe CHAIR. ICkeNHAm FeSTIVAL

ickeNham FesTival, 2020 aNd beYoNd
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ickermen is the men’s group consisting mainly, but not
entirely, of men from the two ickenham churches and
includes friends and local men.

It was formed in may
2012. Adrian, who was
Rector at that time,
together with Glyn
James and keith Arnold,
realised that there were
a number of groups
associated with the
Churches which were
either specifically for
women or generally
organised by women.
The men tended to play
a secondary role.

It was decided to send out individual named invitations to
all the men associated in any way with the Churches for
whom we had contact details. They were invited to a meal
at the Birothi. In the event 27 men attended. Clearly there
was a lot of enthusiasm for such a group. We discussed how
we felt we would like the group to develop and we were off
to a flying start! 
The aims of the group are to build friendships among us,
support the activities of the Churches, and share the good
news of Jesus Christ with those around us. We also have a
great deal of fun together. 
We have a varied programme of activities that run throughout
the year and host popular social activities for the Churches.
There is normally at least one activity a month.
There are well over 30 men involved. People attend events as
and when they wish, and there is no formal membership.
Normal attendance at activities is between 12 and 25. up to
100 guests attend the all age social events which we organise.

Some examples of
activities we have
enjoyed together as
a group are:-
Ten Pin Bowling;
Summer evening
walks, taking in a
pub or two; Pub
Games evenings;
Film nights with
food prepared by members; Archery; evening meals out at
various locations, including a really enjoyable Christmas meal;
Visits to The Rebellion Brewery, marlow; Organising the
Churches site and activities at The Ickenham Festival Gala Day.
The very popular social events we organise are ‘All Age’ and
start early so young families are able to attend. Some
examples are:-
Pie and mash and entertainment evening; A Fun Barn Dance;
Fish and Chip Supper and Cabaret evening; A Summer
Barbeque in the Rectory Garden.  

Just at the moment
all our activities 
are of course on
hold. However, if
you feel you would
like to find out
more, or be sent 
a copy of our
programme in 
the future, please
contact keith
Arnold via the 

St Giles’ Church Office office@stgileschurch.co.uk tel: 01895
622971 or Richard Boyes via the uRC Church office
ickurc@aol.com tel: 01895 634280.

ickermeN have JusT had Their 8Th birThdaY!
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Oxford Road, Uxbridge 

T         
           

           

             
            
        

some of our local community who have taken the time to donate and volunteer
•  uxbridge 1st Scouts  •  Ickenham Brownies, Rainbows and Guides  •  Sainsbury’s Hayes  •  Ickenham Co Op  •  Coca-Cola  •  uxbridge Golf Club  •
•  Ickenham Cricket Club  •  Hillingdon musical Society  •  Waitrose Ruislip  •  St Giles’ Ickenham  •  Burgerbey  •  Ickenham Festival Committee  •

•  united Reformed Church  •  The Pheasant Restaurant, Harlington  •  Lynn and Ivy House Road Residents  •  

collecTioN poiNTs 
plastic boxes marked ‘hillingdon Foodbank’ across ickenham for you to drop off food when you are out on your daily walk:-
5 warren road  •  160 hoylake crescent  •  45 long lane  •  40 swakeleys road  •  6 broadacre close

alternatively, you can make a donation online, go to hillingdon.foodbank.org.uk

if you can spare a few hours, they are always in need of volunteers as well.
To volunteer, please contact: sarah-Jane on 07956 460680

hillingdon Foodbank are helping to provide food for
approximately 40-50 families or individuals in desperate
need every day with around 100 bags of essential food. 
They couldn’t do it without you all thinking of others and your
simple acts of kindness. So please add an extra tin or packet
when you next go shopping as every little really does help
(any long life food is appreciated, but tinned fruit, fish and

meat is in short supply). There are 5 local donation boxes
located around Ickenham that you can drop to on your daily
walk or we can arrange for collection from you - please
contact Sarah-Jane on 07956460680 for further information.

desperate need for: tinned fish, tinned fruit, tinned meat
and long life milk, but anything long life is great.

This is Vine Daniels,
the Hillingdon
Foodbank manager. 
He is with matty,
one of the many
teenage volunteers
helping at the
foodbank during the
extended summer
holidays. 
matty has just

loaded the foodbank van with 120 packed
bags, enough for 30 families which will be
delivered to another food distribution
centre in the borough.
Vine tells us why the community should
support the foodbank:
“There are an incredible amount of people
who have no money to buy even basic food

This is Simran, her
family kindly
donate much
needed food
regularly.  
Here she is holding
a certificate of
appreciation from
Hillingdon
Foodbank,
thanking her for
making a

difference at this stressful time for many.
We are very grateful to everyone who
supports us - Thank You. Please do get in
touch if you would like a certificate, we
would like to thank everyone we can, as
your support is very much needed and
appreciated.

We asked Louise
why she volunteers. 
Louise said “It’s the
right thing to do and
I can give a few
hours each week. I
am lucky and my
family is healthy but
not everyone is as
fortunate and I
would like to make a
difference to those
in need”.

supplies. COVID 19 has made the situation
even worse. We are delivering and
distributing more and more each week.
Hillingdon Foodbank is a charity and we
depend on donations from the community
and local businesses”.
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bird miGraTioN
No doubt all of us have wondered how birds know when it
is time to come and go. how they know which way to go
whilst flying by day and night, is the question. i expect you
know that swallows fly some 6,000 miles on migration and
return to the very same barn in which they were raised.
also, you may know that some birds have been radio-tagged
- cuckoos and ospreys, for example - and it has been found
that their routes and distance follow well-known courses.
how do they do it? especially if it is their first time!

Yes, so how do they know where
and when to go? Factors
believed to solve the mystery
are firstly understanding of the
position of the sun. Birds know
that, to stay on track, the sun has
to be on their right in the
morning and on their left in the
evening. They apparently also
know that the sun gets lower the
further north they go.
magnetite, a mineral sensitive to
the earth's magnetic field, has
been found in the brains of

some species, suggesting an internal compass. As well, birds
can only fly as far as their fat reserves last or find somewhere
to re-fuel. All of these theories one might be tempted to
counter-argue, but who are we to disagree with experts?
Retirement has given me time to develop my interest in birds
and in particular trying to understand the wonders of
migration. Spring and Autumn see the main arrivals and
departures and are the peak of interest for birdwatchers. For
myself, it was one early Winter morning in November,
watching from the cliffs in Hunstanton, Norfolk. It was cold
and misty but calm and, for over an hour, a constant stream
of bird flocks - as many as 500 at
a time - flew westwards from
the North Sea. There were many
different species - Finches,
Thrushes, Blackbirds, Robins,
Wrens and more - and there
could have been 100,000 birds.
By mid-morning came single
Long eared Owls, about 20,
which flopped down, exhausted,
around me.
On another occasion in Autumn,
again in Norfolk, the local Bird

Recorder told me that over 1,000
or more Robins had arrived. It is
perhaps curious that so many
would travel together when
they are notoriously solitary
Winter birds. On that same
occasion the local Recorder saw
30,000 Greenfinches arrive.
On one of my trips abroad, in
Israel in Spring at a ringing
station near water, exhausted
birds from east Africa were
being ringed and checked for fat
reserves. Apparently, birds like

Garden Warblers departing east Africa weigh perhaps 15
grams when leaving but, when arriving in Israel, had weighed
around 8 grams. With perhaps a
further 1,000 miles to go, they
would stay for several days to
fatten up again.
It is always a thrill to see huge
numbers of birds moving
northward in the Spring,
whether it is thousands of
Swallows or Honey Buzzards -
but where do such numbers
find their diet? Or when the sun
warms up to watch thousands of
White Storks take to the air
waiting to use the thermal
currents. I never expected to see a hundred Cuckoos flying
northwards in morocco.
Who can say birding at migration periods is not exciting!

TONY RIDLeR

PHOTOS kINDLY PROVIDeD BY JuSTIN OTTO

Blackbird

Chaffinch

Robin

Song Thrush

Swallow Wren
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interview with an ickenham mum

what was the best thing you learned in home school?
Breakspear son: maths!
Vyners daughter: How to sit in the same chair for a very, very,
very, very long time.
Mum: Sometimes you have to go completely off timetable [with
primary school learning] and use a bit of imagination, and I found
that BBC Bitesize could be helpful and educational. I always knew
I couldn’t be a teacher and have huge respect for them!

what was the most fun thing you did in home school?
Breakspear son: maths! 
Mum: He loved finding and
doing number pyramid
puzzles.
Vyners daughter: Drawing a
rainbow beetle. 
Mum: That was part of an art
project, building up skills in
drawing animals and insects
from pictures found on the
internet.
Mum: There was a really
interesting english project
which worked up to analysing
a John Betjeman poem and
featured one of my interests,
metroland. I quite enjoyed
looking over my daughter’s

shoulder and asking occasionally if I could help!

did you do any
extracurricular
activities?
Mum: We all started doing
Joe Wicks’ online Pe classes
at the beginning, then my
son joined an online
musical theatre class and
my daughter joined an
online dance class.

what was the worst
thing about home school 2020?
Mum: They both missed the interaction with teachers and
friends, though my son was lucky enough to have two weeks in
school at the end of term.

how did everyone do?
Mum: They both did Ok with it,
they tried each day, and they
kept pretty much to timetable.
But they both missed having a
chance to socialise with friends,
and having teachers to explain
things.

what did you like the most
about home school?
Mum: We all liked the uniform.
Sometimes it may have been
pyjamas…

home school spriNG-summer 2020
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a diNosaur iN lockdowN

Never in a million years could i have
envisaged my life being infiltrated by the
arrival of this invisible, insidious and very
dangerous unpredictable killer virus that
has devastatingly and seriously impacted on
all our lives, which will not return to
‘normal’ any time soon.
my immediate reaction was to adapt to a
different way of life within the constraints of
what I could and couldn’t do.
I’m very fortunate to live within 5 minutes’
walk of Ickenham’s cricket grounds and
recreation fields and I use these areas for my
daily permitted half hour walk which I have
done for the last four months. Springtime
brought beautiful bluebells in the woodland
area, and slowly the buds on oak, willow, cherry
and hazel woke from their winter slumber.
each day their growth changed from a shimmer
of green to eventually a full overhead canopy.
Having been born in the countryside, as a child
I walked down my back garden into thick
woodland and was very aware of the wind and
the sounds blowing through the trees, some
noisier than others. At that time I did not know
these are called susurrations.
On one daily walk at Ickenham Green, gale
force winds were blowing so hard it split and
brought down a large bough from a tall oak in
the bluebell woodland. mother Nature doing
her annual pruning.
One of the most uplifting events was the
unlocking of cricket practice - within safety
parameters, of course - which was a joy to see.
There’s nothing like the sound of leather on
willow, which this year represented a small
step back into normality.
Venturing further along the fields accompanying
the railway to an area left unmown, the sight of
abundant wild flowers in full bloom gave me
utter joy. The swathe of wildflowers was so
beautiful - red and white clover, knapweed,
convolvulus, bird’s foot trefoil, yarrow and a
plethora of grasses! Such a joyful sight. It
transports me back to my childhood with many
happy memories, a complete joy.
P.S. If you, like me, love listening to 
whispering trees, you might enjoy a Radio 4
programme, “The Susurrations of Trees”
available at the time of writing at
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000b6sm

ARTICLe AND PHOTOS OF ICkeNHAm BY mARION BROWN

Ickenham’s cricket fields as summer approaches Ickenham’s wildflowers brighten any day The welcome sight of Ickenham's cricketers
on a summer's day

Leaves starting to appear on Ickenham’s trees

Leaves starting to appear on Ickenham’s trees

The majestic and yet delicate willow
The wonderful sight of wildflowers and grasses
in Ickenham

The oak bough split off by high winds

The overhead canopy of leaves as spring
turns to summer
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During lockdown we ran a Click and Collect service on
Fridays in late may and June. We delivered hundreds 
of items including compost, topsoil, bamboo canes,
fertilisers and bird seed to more than 70 households,

while gaining several new members. many thanks to
Richard and maureen Farrar for their hard work, which
helped both the society and the gardening community at
a very difficult time.

TradiNG huT News

dear members, after being closed since march because
of the covid lockdown rules, we are pleased to say that
we plan to reopen on sundays, only for a trial time, then
wednesdays as well if it is practical and viable to do so.
Please read below, as although we have been given no
guidance by the Local Authorities we are just using
common sense in order to keep our customers and staff as
safe as possible. 
1 Please avoid coming as couples, and if driving, leave your

boot open before you approach the hut if you are buying
heavy items. 

2 Only one person in the wooden hut at a time please. Please
queue 2 metres apart outside, or wait in your car to be
called in when we are free. 

3 There will be a table outside the wooden hut (or just inside
if wet weather) with hand sanitiser gel, disposable gloves
and face masks. Please use them all before asking to enter.
You will then be temperature checked at the door and if
alright, you can enter. 

4 Please have a list with you already made out with what
you require and your name on it at the top, and hand it to
me or someone else on duty. You may then take a seat
while we get you order ready. 

5 Payment is by cheque only - we can stamp your cheque
with our payee stamp. 

6 We will then get your goods ready and either hand them
to you or take them to your car for you, although help
would be appreciated with heavy items, maintaining
social distancing of course. 

7 Once you have left the Hut we will call the next customer
to be served. 

Thanking you for your patience and supporting us in these
difficult times.
These procedures may change depending on government
guidance in place on 20th September. 
Please check our website nearer to the opening day.

GRAHAm TARLING (CHAIRmAN & ACTING TRADING HuT mANAGeR).

Sadly, it is very unlikely that we will be able to hold our
Autumn Show on Saturday 5th September in the Village Hall.
We will however, definitely be holding our Allotment and
Sunflower competitions and the sunflower competition will
be open to any household, not just the under 16s. 

For more details about these competitions and details of
what kind of show we may be able to have, please see our
website for an update at the beginning of August.

www.ickenham-horticultural.org.uk

auTumN show News

ickeNham & swakeleYs horTiculTural socieTY

TradiNG huT reopeNiNG - suNdaY 20Th sepTember - 10.30am to 12.00noon

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
For which your support would be appreciated.

Please find FULL details of all ev ents on the FE Calendar at 
www.ickenhamchurchnews.co.uk or email events@ickenhamchurchnews.co.uk

Please submit your event details
online by following the prompts at
www.ickenhamchurchnews.co.uk

All submissions to be entered online by
representatives of the church groups,
clubs and societies themselves.

ICKENHAM CHURCHES WOMENS GROUP
No update

Contact Diana Holland 01895 636344

ST GILES’ MOTHERS’ UNION
No meetings for the foreseeable future.

Members are keeping in touch informally by email and phone.

URC SUNDAY CLUB
No update

Contact Heather Piper 07900 828059

ST GILES’ MESSY CHURCH
See the St Giles’ YouTube channel
Contact Emma Taylor 07469 841886

HILLINGDON BRIDGE CLUB
All bridge sessions have been suspended until 

government restrictions are lifted.
Contact 07808 805033 or www.hillingdonbridgeclub.co.uk

DARCEY BUSSELL'S 
DIVERSE DANCE MIX WITH ALICE

No update
Contact Alice 07805 360709

TURKS BADMINTON CLUB
We are maintaining regular contact with our members 
via both email and social media and are looking forward 

to the eventual lifting of social distancing.
As soon as this is allowed we will resume our regular Tuesday

evening meets and would welcome any new members at that point.
Any new people who may show interest and would like details prior to

us reopening please do not hesitate to contact me in advance.
Contact John Heyes 07734 022719 or

john.heyes@blueyonder.co.uk

STEP BY STEP DANCE SCHOOL 
BALLROOM AND LATIN CLASSES

No update
Contact 07805 360709

ICKENHAM ART SOCIETY
No update

www.facebook.com/ickenhamart/ or 01895 232569

OAKEN LEAVES ENGLISH FOLK DANCING CLUB
No update

Contact Marie Cull 01895 254723

ICKENHAM LIBRARY CRAFT/ KNIT AND NATTER GROUP
Linda is posting weekly ideas on the Ickenham Facebook page for
anyone who wants to do something whilst at home. The weekly
meeting we have been holding on Facebook Messenger will

continue fortnightly until the end of August, when the library is due
to be closed for 7 weeks for refurbishment.

Contact Linda French linjoyfrench@btinternet.com 

ICKENHAM MINIATURE RAILWAY - RUNNING DAY
Ickenham Miniature Railway is unlikely to re-open this year, as the
restricted access and site make social distancing impossible. 
We are determined to be back as soon as circumstances allow.
Our members keep in touch via telephone, e-mail and the club 
on-line message-board also via Whatsapp and Facebook.
Our Model Railway Group meet via WhatsApp video chat 

on Mondays evenings.
The main club hold a virtual meeting on our message-board on Friday
evenings when photos and articles are submitted for discussion. 

Contact www.idsme.co.uk and see our Facebook page.

HILLINGDON FRIENDSHIP CENTRE
No update

Contact Marion Brown 01895 674693

THE ART SOCIETY HILLINGDON
No update

Contact Rachel Garside 01895 674484

UXBRIDGE AND ICKENHAM FLORAL ARTS SOCIETY
We do not anticipate being able to offer a flower club night until
October at the earliest, depending on the Village Hall being open

and the guidelines at that time in terms of numbers for
gatherings.  Members are keeping in touch via email.

Contact Christine Benn, 
Uxbridge and Ickenham Floral Art Society 07977 546621

LIVE JAZZ
Nothing is organised and venue at Ruislip Conservative Club 

is closed. Restart could be September/October, 
but nothing planned.

Contact www.jazzwestlondon.com tel: 01895 632394

ICKENHAM AFTERNOON TOWNSWOMENS GUILD
Meeting will restart when safe.

Contact Jennifer Thompson 01895 634851

BUTTERFLIES
All events planned for 2020 until at least the autumn 

have been cancelled.
Contact ButterfliesIckenham@yahoo.com

HILLINGDON LANGUAGE CLUBS
For the moment the Language Clubs have stopped all activities. 
We are sending a monthly email bulletin to the people on our
mailing lists. We are not organising any online meetings. 

You can contact the clubs at
hillingdonspanishclub@gmail.com   or   01895 253472
hillingdonfrenchclub@gmail.com   or   01895 253472
hillingdonitalianclub@gmail.com   or   020 8863 3468
hillingdongermanclub@gmail.com   or   020 8429 1921 
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places iN The colNe valleY
many places in the Colne Valley are now open. Nature
reserves, green spaces, woods and country parks. These are
great places to enjoy nature while still keeping social
distancing. We do however recommend avoiding places if they
are getting too busy. We also recommend checking our website
for more ideas: Places to go and Things to do.
bucks country parks update
Black Park, Langley Park and Denham Country Park are all
open for business for visitors to exercise more, take a walk, or
simply enjoy a picnic in some of the most beautiful
surroundings in Buckinghamshire. Please note, height
restriction for the car park may also be in place. For full up to
date details of the current restrictions in the parks please
check their website before travelling.

Please remember to follow social distancing guidelines at all
times to stay safe. Further guidance on spending time
outdoors and access to green spaces during the current
pandemic can be found on the government website.
colne valley visitor centre and riverside café 
Please note: The Café and toilets will be open with  limited
hours from 11am to 3pm.   The Colne Valley Visitor Centre
will remain closed until further notice.
Please help us keep the park tidy by using the bins or taking
your rubbish home with you.
For parking information and information about Denham
Country Park, please see up to date information on Bucks
Country Park website.

shorT circular walks 
varying from 1½-5 miles - our website has plenty of ideas for
walks in the colne valley. walks are a great way to enjoy
nature while maintaining social distancing. 

Have a look on our website and check if there is a walk in your
local area you have not discovered yet.
Below are just a few of the complete list of 20 walks, so please
go to: www.colnevalleypark.org.uk/things-to-do-2/walks/
where you are able to download a pdf of each walk.

denham woodland
5¼ miles – explore
ancient Denham
woodlands and the
beautiful misbourne
Valley.

Gerrards cross
3¾ miles – varied scenery
with a landscape of the
old and the new with
great views from the sides
of the misbourne Valley.

rickmansworth
1½ miles – round lakes,
over rivers, along the
canal and beside a
stream.

rickmansworth lakes
3¾ miles (short walk 2¼
miles) – a peaceful walk
around three lakes on
what was once a busy
gravel extraction site.

mount pleasant
3¼ miles (short walk 2
miles) – experience a
slower pace along historic
canals and pleasant lakes
with lots of bird life.
Fantastic views over the
Colne Valley.

harefield and
batchworth heights
5 miles (short walk 3½
miles) – beautiful views
and the best of the Colne
Valley, passing
Rickmansworth Lakes,
the Grand union Canal
and surrounding
farmland.

south harefield
3¾ miles (short walk 2¾
miles) – a walk along
beautiful stretches of the
Grand union Canal and
through farmland, with
some of the best views
anywhere in the Colne
Valley.

Grand union canal
4 miles – a peaceful
stretch of the Grand
union Canal with views
over magnificent lakes
with thriving bird life.


