
WHAT’S ON AT ST GILES’ CHURCH?
The Church building may be shut – but you can still enjoy your favourite services 
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LOCKDOWN LOVE...
It is with humility and a love for
Ickenham that I am writing this
article, first ever for ICN, at a
dramatic time in the world. We 
all know that there are many
difficulties locally, nationally and
globally. But I wanted, for a moment,
to draw your attention to the
wonderful positives I have personally
experienced during lockdown.
I found crossing over and walking away
from people to practise social distancing
to be very unfriendly and rude so I
decided to smile with a thank you or
friendly greeting. Not one person in
Ickenham has ignored this gesture and
this has made it feel such a warm place
full of comradeship. We have lived in
Ruislip for 30 years and for 7 years in
Ickenham and yet, during lockdown our
daily exercise has given us time to
discover wonderful walks and
photography opportunities.
I am vulnerable and my husband is over
70 so we have not been to any shops
since lockdown but have managed with
online deliveries – a lot easier since
Sainsbury’s made specific slots available
for the over 70’s. But two dear
neighbours have kept a particularly
close eye on us, one leaving delicious
curries on our doorstep regularly and
the other offering to buy any additional
items we may need.
People in the village have always pulled
together but perhaps it’s more
noticeable during lockdown – everyone
puts the effort in for lost and found dogs,
keys, soft toys etc. Birthdays have been

made more special by asking for
recommendations for cake makers etc.
on the ‘Ickenham’s Just the Best Village’
facebook page. The most moving to me
was the request from abroad to help
with an elderly vulnerable uncle living
in Ickenham, the response from a
wonderful resident was ‘I can cook
meals for his freezer and deliver them’.
The lockdown has given time for spring
cleaning and unselfish sharing of those
unwanted items – books, toys, DVDs,
plants etc, are in abundance in people’s
driveways for others to take; and so
many home have teddies and rainbows
in the windows to show gratitude to the
NHS and all the keyworkers who have
been so brave.

Personally, as a grandmother who did
spend all week helping with
grandchildren I would have struggled
mentally during lockdown (particularly
as I was blessed with two more in
March) but I have been saved by the
‘For the Love of Scrubs – Hillingdon
Work Group’ members. What a
fabulous team we have. Another
neighbour and I have been sharing the
delivered pre-cut sets and since the end
of March we have sewn 33 tops and 23
pairs of trousers as scrubs for the NHS.
I have re-ignited my love of sewing and
have become quite obsessed (thank
goodness hubby is keeping the cooking
and cleaning under control).
So, whilst I do not under estimate the
terrible suffering this virus has caused
so many, I wanted to show the positives
I have been blessed to find. 
God Bless and Stay Safe.

BARBARA LeMMoN
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I was looking online, which I seem to be doing more of these
days, and found this quote from Maddie aged 10...
“Mum, I know it seems like everything is falling apart, no
school, stuck at home and all that stuff….but is it not a better
time for this to happen? I mean think about how beautiful it has
been to be outside - it’s spring and the sun is shining and we
have been going on walks”.
We, of a certain age group, are all in an enforced lockdown at the
behest of our government and our children, who keep telling us to
stay indoors. “How are we going to pass the time?”, we heard early
in March.
New skills are being honed… tried the new patience and
keyboard skills game called online shopping. I maybe over 70
but not, fortunately, with any underlying problems and
therefore not on the government’s list to receive their magic
letter, that for some of those who do need it, never comes. So
other skills come into use - social distancing and queuing.
The old jigsaws, found safely stored in the loft, have seen a new
renaissance and now take up 50% of the dining table. The garden
has never looked better and the boys from the council must be
very pleased to see all the number of garden bags sitting in front
gardens ready for collection.
However, one skill that has come back into use is social
communication. We have rediscovered that the phone can be used
to bring people together.  Also with Skype, Zoom and FaceTime we
see our families and friends that we cannot meet. We also seemed
to have re-discovered how to be nice to people, show love and

understanding, give help where we 
can and be more patient. Long may 
it continue!
Though our churches are closed we
have still managed to connect with
people through on-line services from St.
Giles, recorded by Felicity, and services
and daily devotions from the URC
Synod. God has never left our side and
is always with us in times of adversity.
Have you noticed how much bluer the blue sky is; how the
birds now sing to us (or least we can now hear them); nature
has responded to our needs of peace and tranquillity.
Not all of us have been blessed to enjoy these moments: the
nurses, doctors and staff of the NHS; Home Carers; post office
workers, delivery people, teachers, farmers, food stores and
all those key workers still toiling to keep this country great and
safe.  our thanks and hearts go out to you all.
We also take a moment to reflect on all those people who have
died during this pandemic and all their families and friends
who miss them dearly. To you all, we pray for your peace of
mind and happiness in the future.
God Bless you all.
Keep safe, keep healthy and carry on, 
with God‘s blessing and love.

JoHN MILLeR – URC eLDeR

LOCKDOWN - THOUGHTS AND REFLECTIONS

With love, Felicity

THREE INTO ONE WON’T GO...
“Two’s company and Three’s a crowd” is a saying that
suggests two people hanging out together is great, but
three is one too many. It was certainly my experience
growing up as one of three that there was always an ‘odd
man out’. But we share family traits and characteristics
that are obvious when ‘outsiders’ see us together, because
we share DNA, half from each of our parents.
Trinity Sunday can be a preacher’s ‘nightmare’ sermon. How
to begin to explain the concept of one God – but three persons:
Father, Son and Spirit? each one of the three has the same
essential nature, or ‘DNA’, but is a different person of God.
My go-to illustration is H2o (which is not altogether
satisfactory, but the best I can manage!). H2o is the chemical
make-up of Ice, Water, and Steam. one molecule of each one
has the same essential chemical components of 2 hydrogen
atoms plus one oxygen atom – but appear quite separately as
solid, liquid and vapour.
What about Church? No – not the building – the people!
every Christian possesses the same essential DNA – the Spirit
of God. We begin to exhibit his care and compassion for
people, and grow in love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Lots of us,
but one body of people... all sharing one essential nature... all
pulling in the same direction.

I’m not at all surprised to see these very same traits popping
up all over our community during this time of crisis and
lockdown – people who would never call themselves faith-
based are constantly doing small (and big) acts of kindness and
showing selfless generosity for others. 
We’d all probably agree that every human being is capable of
doing good and amazing things. I suppose from my standpoint
as a Christian, I’d say that we are all made in the image of God,
and share something of his inherent goodness. It seems to me
that our present situation has brought that good stuff to the
fore in our community, so that ever increasing numbers of
people are inspired to grow in generosity, kindness and
goodness. Lots of us, but one community... all sharing one
essential nature... all pulling in the same direction.
I love being part of the Ickenham community!

Now it is more important than
ever to get into your gardens.

I am not currently travelling, 
but very happy to give advice

over the phone or email.

So please do get in touch.
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Dear customers,
We are following the Government

Rules. Please be patient and we will
be more than happy to clean for you
after this lockdown comes to an end.

Please stay safe. 
Best wishes from Fairies Limited

Virtual visits are available for
prospective parents during the

period of Coronavirus lockdown.
Please email

info@sthelenscollege.com
to arrange a virtual visit.

Registrations are now open 
for 3+ entry in September 2021 

and September 2022

Ickenham Electrical Services 
has served the local community for
over 20 years and we are available

for all your electrical needs. 
We are a NICEIC approved and 
an AGE UK approved trader and
offer a full spectrum of services.

So says the popular song, but how do we say a proper
goodbye in this time of isolation and social distancing?
Funerals are difficult enough at the best of times, but when
we have to greet other members of our family without a
hug, and then remain the statutory 2 metres apart in the
chapel (or round the graveside) the gulf between the living
only serves to widen the yawning chasm between us and
the loved one we have lost.
As the Ickenham Priest, it is my great privilege to conduct
short funeral services for all who live in the Parish, whether
they attend church or not, whether they have faith or not.
There is something about the particular ‘Goodbye’ we are
facing at the moment that seems to require the comfort of a
Prayer (and the stats suggest that around 75% of the
population pray, though far fewer align themselves with any
expression of ‘church’). 
During this past few weeks there have been small services,
and also one or two where I have been alone with the Funeral
Director. They have all been moments of goodbye – but they
have not all fulfilled the ‘letting go’ that is possible when
friends and family gather. They have missed the personal
tributes, songs, poems, anecdotes and corporate grieving that
happens when we mourn together. And they have been devoid

of the general banter and catching up over tea/coffee (or
something stronger) that happens at the wake after the funeral
service is over.
When our team have conducted a funeral, we normally always
offer the bereaved person/s the listening ear of a trained
bereavement support worker if they live locally. At this time
of national crisis, when death is so much on our minds and so
hard to deal with, it’s likely that this support will be
appreciated even more than usual – but also quite possible
that we shall not have contact details for those who have been
bereaved (we only have details for those whose services have
been conducted by us). We would be happy to hear from
anyone who feels that they might benefit from this
opportunity; initial contact would be via the church office
(Please email: office@stgileschurch.co.uk or contact the Rectory). 
At some point in the months to come, the church building will
be open for services again. Right now, we are here for you by
phone, email, digital conferencing – but then we shall be able
to fulfil that part of our role which is currently absent in
funeral ministry: ‘the good send-off’. Individual Memorial
services will be possible in St Giles’ for all residents of
Ickenham who have died during this difficult time for whom
a full and ‘proper’ funeral has not been possible. Whether a
church-goer or not - and whatever the cause of death - each
family for whom a memorial service seems the right thing is
welcome to contact the office once the social distancing has
eased. (Please email: office@stgileschurch.co.uk).
once the church building is open again, our regular monthly
‘drop in’ for the bereaved will be open again – this would usually
happen on the third Monday of every month from 2 – 3:30pm.
This is hosted by members of the bereavement team, and, as the
name suggests, people just ‘drop in’ for a chat and a cuppa.
There’s even a quiet corner for a one-to-one chat if needed.
once a year we have a dedicated Memorial Service followed
by tea, when we invite all those, whose loved one lived in
Ickenham, to join together in a corporate act of ‘remembering’
together. This is a very gentle time with music and prayers,
where the names of all those who have died are read out. There
is also an opportunity for everyone present to light a candle in
memory of their loved one. The next service will be another
opportunity to say ‘Goodbye’ – we only have contact details for
those whose service we have taken, so please do get in touch
with the office (Please email: office@stgileschurch.co.uk).
Saying ‘Goodbye’ is one of the hardest things to do, 
but hopefully we can help to ensure that nobody has to
face it alone. 

FAD

IT’S TIME TO SAY “GOODBYE”...IT’S TIME TO SAY “GOODBYE”...
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ST GILES’ CHURCH 
STREET PRAYER LIST 

You would be most welcome to join us each Sunday 
at St Giles’ Church 8.00am and 9.45am services, 
as we pray for all the people who live or work 
in a particular road in the Parish as follows: 

    7th June  Witney Close

  14th June  Woodland Close

  21st June  Woodstock Drive

  28th June  Albany Close

    5th July   Almond Avenue

  12th July   Annandale Grove

  19th July   Applewood Close

  26th July   Ashbury Drive

Committals at Breakspear Crematorium
  7th April          Philip Lane, aged 82
  5th May            eileen James, aged 95  

Committal at Chiltern’s Crematorium 
   5th May              Colin Ashe, aged 90

Burial at Northwood Cemetery 
 29th April             Norma Pinder, aged 82

FROM THE 
CHURCHES’ REGISTERS

DROP-IN FOR THE BEREAVED
The monthly drop-in has been cancelled 

for the foreseeable future.
There is some informal contact 

by bereavement visitors with those 
who regularly attend the drop in.

DO YOU NEED SOMEONE TO TALK TO?
We’re still here to listen!

…but on the phone. 
Ring 01895 622970

Saturday 10.30-12.30 and Thursday 6-8pm
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I am available to help should
you need information or advice
on any future holidays that are
affected by the current travel

restrictions or if you are
thinking further ahead and
would like some inspiration.

LOOK WHAT’S ONLINE AT ST GILES’ CHURCH
The Church building may be shut – but you can still enjoy your favourite services on the St Giles’ YouTube channel:
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BCP Communion service
(Book of Common Prayer) 

@ 8:00am each Sunday
Family Praise

(songs, video and a chat 
instead of Sparks) 

@ 9:00am each Sunday 
(not on 1st Sunday of the month, 

which is all-ages together at 9:45am)
CW Communion service

(Common Worship) 
@ 9:45am each Sunday every week

(except 1st Sunday of the month, 
which is all-age)
Diddy Disciples

@ 9:30am each Tuesday
Godly Play story

@ 11:00am each Thursday
Mini Messy Mondays
Crafts and activities 
can be found on the 

St Giles’ Church website:
www.stgileschurch.co.uk
and the Mini Messy Story
on the YouTube channel.

Search: YouTube.com
Type: st giles ickenham
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I want 
to help...!I want 
to help...!

FOR THE LOVE OF SCRUBS 
Volunteer to Sew Scrubs, Scrub Bags and Hats
Contact: Sital Punja, email: FTLoS.HWG@gmail.com
or tel: 07734 443350

ICKENHAM COVID-19 MUTUAL AID GROUP
A group on Facebook for people who want to help
others or need support during the current crisis. 
A place to share information. Anyone in Ickenham 
can join, either to help others out or if you need help.
www.facebook.com/groups/756222734904162  
or search 'Ickenham Covid Mutal Aid Group' 

Little ditties...
We all gave a round of applause,

From balconies, windows and doors.
For our national treasures,

It was our greatest pleasure,
To say thank you for fighting this cause!

‘Little ditties...’
Julia Heggie has been writing a ‘ditty
of the day’ since lockdown, some may
help us through these strange times,
some may make us think and others
simply amuse.

Phil Lane 
Phil's career was as a photographic news reporter.
He took some amazing pictures of Concorde when she was
new - really iconic pictures.
He was a member of St Giles' church - with a profound
faith in God.
He also took all the church photos, and had that elusive
knack of being able to capture the essence of a person in
a portrait photo.

He always came to all the local events - usually with camera in hand.
Frequent helper with the Holly Mowers, keeping the Garden of Remembrance tidy.
His wife's ashes are interred there which offered him much comfort.
A lovely man - always around - always smiling - great sense of humour.
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ICKENHAM REMEMBERS
Margaret MacCree
It is with sad news we announce the death of Margaret
McCree who passed away on the 23rd March 2020 at the
age of 96. She was in a nursing home near Stevenage in
Bedfordshire from 2014. Margaret became a member of
the URC in 1956. She was married to Bill and lived in
Clovelly Avenue, Ickenham and had two daughters,

Lindsey and Meredith. Both Margaret and Bill were very active members of
Ickenham URC, Bill serving many years as an elder. Bill passed away in 2001.

Above is an article sent in by Janet Sorenson. 
It is of the Church Service in May 1945 

to celebrate VE day. 
Janet is our longest serving member at the URC 

and was present at the Service.

A reflection of Margaret.
My memories of Margaret McCree are of a gracious lady with a great store of
goodwill and fun. 
She was a good complement to her husband Bill in his long tenure as the welcoming
sidesman on Sundays. I recall unexpected meetings with her, on the bus, or in the
village, which were always a pleasant adventure. 
I also have happy memories of her daughters Meredith and Lindsay at the Junior Church,
and Lindsay was also a colleague of my wife Helen in the Primary section for years. 
Margaret’s was a loving presence which those who knew her will greatly miss. 

ALFReD MooN



••• COPY DEADLINE DATES •••
The ICN needs your stories - deadline 
for the August/September edition is: 

12noon on Friday 10th July. 
and future editions by the following dates: 

Friday 11th September - for the
october/November edition. 

Friday 6th November - for the 
December/January edition.  

All items are subject to editorial review. 
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BUTTERFLIES
Butterflies would like to thank all our
loyal friends who have supported us
since we started in 2011.
Due to the Corona Virus we have
postponed our Markets, Coach trips and
all other events until we are back 
to normality.
Please keep an eye out for a notice 
in the Ickenham Church News 
along with information on the notice
board outside the Village Hall for
more information.

We plan to celebrate our freedom
with a “Grand Tea Party” and look

forward to seeing you there.

Little ditties...
Celebrations were planned for today. 

75 years ago, the 8th of May,
A milestone in war,

Now a different one for sure
Stay home, it’s a small price to pay.

Little ditties...
What's that? I have waited so long,
Less traffic, and a beautiful song.

Butterflies and some bees 
And blossom on trees

More nature, now that can’t be wrong.

Little ditties...
Places of worship still there, 

Religion, our faith and a prayer,
No congregation, 

But much dedication, 
Tune in to see how we care.

BRINGING THE
COLNE VALLEY
PARK INDOORS…
Accessing your local countryside
and exploring the Colne Valley
Regional Park is now  more  difficult
for many of us.
The outside is a crucial part of
maintaining our health and wellbeing. So
we are hoping at the Colne Valley Regional
Park to keep you connected with your
local countryside and nature, by doing our

best to bring the outdoors, indoors
through technology and the comfort of
your home. our new website pages
include a Spring photo gallery, nature
videos, articles about our countryside and
wildlife projects and more..
We very much hope this time gives
you a good opportunity to get to know
the Colne Valley Park a bit more for
the future.

Please visit the website...
www.colnevalleypark.org.uk

and click on the heading 
‘Colne Valey Indoors’.
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STAY ALERT

CONTROL THE VIRUS

SAVE LIVES
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Thank you very much to everyone who is donating.
100 packed shopping bags are despatched to people in desperate need everyday
Sadly the numbers requiring basic food packages are growing by the day

little helps, so please remember our collection boxes when you next go shopping 
The foodbank needs basic long life dry goods and is desperately short of:
Tins of fruit Tins of Fish Tins of Meat Long Life Milk

Oxford Road, Uxbridge 

T         
           

           

             
            
        

All of the local Community who have taken the time to donate and volunteer

•  Uxbridge 1st Scouts  •  Ickenham Brownies, Rainbows and Guides  •  Sainsbury’s Hayes  •
•  Ickenham Co op  •  Coca-Cola  •  Uxbridge Golf Club  •  Ickenham Cricket Club  •

•  Hillingdon Musical Society  •  Waitrose Ruislip  •  St Giles’ Ickenham  •  
•  Burgerbey  •  Ickenham Festival Committee  •  United Reform Church  •  

•  The Pheasant Restaurant, Harlington  •  Lynn and Ivy House Road Residents  •  

If you can spare a few hours, they are always in need of volunteers as well.
To volunteer, please contact Sarah Jane on 07956 460680

Hillingdon Foodbank are helping to provide food for
approximately 40-50 families or individuals in desperate
need every day with around 100 bags of essential food. 
They couldn’t do it without you all thinking of others and your
simple acts of kindness. So please add an extra tin or packet
when you next go shopping as every little ready does help
(any long life food is appreciated, but tinned fruit, fish and

meat is in short supply). There are 4 local donation boxes
located around Ickenham that you can drop to on your daily
walk or we can arrange for collection from you - please
contact Sarah-Jane on 07956460680 for further information.

Desperate need for: tinned fish, tinned fruit, tinned meat
and long life milk, but anything long life is great.

COLLECTION POINTS 
Plastic boxes marked 
'Hillingdon Foodbank' 

across Ickenham for you to drop off food
when you are out on your daily walk:-

5 Warren Road
160 Hoylake Crescent

45 Long Lane
40 Swakeleys Road
6 Broadacre Close

Alternatively, you can make 
a donation online, go to

hillingdon.foodbank.org.uk
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Little ditties...
The public have taken good heed 

In doing a wonderful deed.
NHS volunteers,

Despite all their fears,
Will make sure people get what they need.

Little ditties...
It could be you’re feeling quite low,

There’s so much that we just still don’t know.
To help lift the mood,

In your neighbourhood,
Look at houses for painted rainbows.

The Residents’ Association 
can only currently maintain

an online presence. 
Their latest update can 

be found on their website
www.ickenhamresidents.co.uk
They are currently looking for 
a new Membership Secretary. 

If you think you would be interested /
could help please email them on

ickenhamresidents@hotmail.com 

ICKENHAM & SWAKELEYS
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
I recently heard Rachel de Thame mention the famous
Audrey Hepburn quote “To plant a garden is to believe
in tomorrow”. During this difficult time, I think her
quote is even more relevant than ever before. We don’t
know what the future holds but nature carries on
regardless. Hopefully, all our members are enjoying the
fine weather, sitting in the garden, listening to the
birds, watching the insects and admiring nature
around them.  
No doubt many of our members were saddened by the
cancellation of our Spring Show and the trip to Hyde Hall.  The
trip will be rescheduled once the current restrictions are eased
and this type of activity becomes permitted, along with the
R.H.S. re-opening their gardens. Similarly, the society’s trading
hut will re-open when it is safe to do so. A decision on the
Autumn Show will be made at a later date and in accordance
with government guidelines.

Although the society’s events are all cancelled, the committee
members are still meeting with the help of technology… now
the norm for so many people. As the gardening season is well
and truly kicked off, the committee thought we could offer a
virtual ‘Gardening Questions & Answers’ session. So, we invite
anyone with a gardening question to contact us on Facebook,
Twitter or by emailing advice@ickenham-horticultural.org.uk. 
In addition, yo can visit the society’s newly revamped web site
(www.ickenham-horticultural.org.uk) so why not take a look.
We hope you will find it easy to navigate on PCs, tablets 
and phones.
Although initially it does not have as much content as the
old website, more will be added regularly as soon as we can
restart our activities. Meanwhile, if there are any gardening
tips or photos you would like to share for the website, 
please email them to advice@ickenham-horticultural.org.uk 
or fill in the form on the advice page of the website
www.ickenham-horticultural.org.uk 
Happy gardening.

GAIL HARRIS - SeCReTARY

BIRTHDAY LOCK-IN...

Lockdown was announced on 
March 23rd. Spencer Root had his 
7th birthday coming up on April 3rd. 
This left mum Mandy-Louise
Browning with a BIG problem: what
could she do to make Spencer’s
birthday special? 

Mandy need not have worried. An
appeal to the Ickenham community
on its facebook page showed her that
Ickenham... [really is]... just the best
village. Cards flooded in, and some
presents too, ready for the special
day. Lucky Spencer had the best
birthday, and has kept all the cards
tucked away in his toy box so that he
can enjoy looking at them whenever
he wants to. 
Mandy is incredibly grateful to everyone
who contributed to Spencer’s birthday
‘lock-in’. She says, “Thank you all!”

FAD

���������	
��
�������	��

����������������������
�������������� �!�����

��������	�	
������	��

��������	��
�	������	�������������

�������������������� ���!�������"�#"��

REDDIFORD SCHOOLREDDIFORD SCHOO

4

REDDIFORD SCHOO
38 Cecil Park, Pinner HA5 5HH
Tel: 020 8866 0660

th IN THE TOP 100 INDEPENDENT 
Sunday Times

Independent School for boys a   
aged 2 years 9 months - 1

appoint   for call or reddiford.co.uk Visit: 

 OL

     T SCHOOLS

 OL

    and girls 
      11

view tment to 

���������	
��������������
��������	
��	�
����	����
����

��������	�	��
��������	������

�������������������

����������	�������

��������	����������������������	���������
���

���������������������������� ��������
���������������������

����������	���
����������

��������������������������������
������� �!�����

"�#�$�#�
�������%	���#�������	�

&��$��������$���#���'

(�		)���*��������������+,�-.��.�

/001�"21��1"3�("45�(52645
!���#��5	��	�



Ickenham Church News / June & July 2020 / Online 9

Some amazing memories of the exploits of
parents involved in the war, were shared at the
Three Oaks Close, Street Party.
on the afternoon of 8th May we celebrated the 75th
anniversary of the end of the war in europe. We
met neighbours and made new friends, at a safe
distance, had fun and heard some amazing stories. 
The impressive medals of the father of one person

were available for those at the party to see. This generated a large
number of exchanges which were all outstanding.
The person in question had been a regular soldier before the war.
He was therefore an A Reservist for immediate call up.
His wedding took place on 2nd September 1939 and he left for France
on 3rd September. He fought in the withdrawal to Dunkirk and was
rowing boats full of men out to the waiting ships. He then served in
North Africa with the 1st Army. From here he then took part in the
landing in Italy and was there at the end of the war. He did not finally
return from Italy until 1946. 
The father of another was in the Highland Regiment and landed on 
D Day. Whilst fighting across France he met a young French lady and
exchanged some chocolate for two eggs. There was clearly an attraction
between them. When his unit moved on he told her that after the war he
would come back and find her. He did and they fell in love and married.  

Another’s father took part in the convoys to Russia
via the Arctic Circle. The weather was appalling,
they were under the constant threat of attack, and
there was a great loss of ships. They had to climb
and chip the ice from the rigging to avoid the ships
overturning with the weight of ice. Unfortunately
the Russians did not appear to be welcoming or
appreciative of the essential supplies and military
equipment brought to them at great risk.   
one person’s father was Polish and, amongst other battles, took part
in the battle for the fortress of Monte Casino. A large part of the
assault troops were Polish serving in the British Army. This was one
of the longest and most difficult of battles with very great losses.
The one common theme to all these is that those who were
involved rarely, if ever, talked about it and the information has
either been gleaned from others or researched. They wanted, as
far as was possible, to push the memories to the back of their
minds and get on with their lives. Another demonstration of the
fortitude of the generation. 
We had a memorable and enjoyable time together.

KeITH ARNoLD

BeLoW: PHoToS FRoM THRee oAKS CLoSe ‘STReeT PARTY’ 
AND oTHeR LoCATIoNS ARoUND THe VILLAGe

VE DAY – 75TH ANNIVERSARY – 8TH MAY 2020
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On Friday morning at the crack of dawn, at the request
of the residents, Jeanette the courtyard manager at
Church Place was out in the grounds ensuring the
residents woke up to an amazing VE day.
The buntings were strung up and benches were provided
perfectly spaced apart for social distancing. every chair
was laden with a union jack, the grass was mown in stripes
and the sun was shining brightly. In the background Mrs
Barralet a resident on the estate had been organising fish
and chips to be delivered by Ickenham Fish Bar. At 12:30,
against all odds, the estate was prepared for the party and
the residents came one by one to take their spot bringing
their own bottle of their favourite tipple. The residents,
many of whom enjoyed the celebrations 75 years ago,
enjoyed a fun afternoon reminiscent of those celebrations
with a little added social distancing. When one is open to
what is possible, anything can happen.

JeANeTTe FReeMAN, eSTATe MANAGeR

CHURCH PLACE 
CELEBRATE VE DAY
75TH ANNIVERSARY

8TH MAY 2020

ICKENHAM CELEBRATES VE DAY - MAY 1945

This picture shows a party gathering
outside Swakeleys House. Maybe for Ve
Day or VJ Day - but we don't know which?
edwin said: “If it was for Ve Day, I would
have been seven. I attended Breakspear
school but this cannot be the whole

school. I do remember a fancy dress
parade in The Grove which might have
preceded it, in which case perhaps it was
local to that area e.g. The Chase, where I
lived. I think I can recognise some mates
from there, together with The Grove and
Halford Road etc.” 

“I was hoping I could find some
information from the Gazette archives 
but got nowhere. A more experienced or
diligent researcher is needed. oddly I do
remember that the winner of the fancy
dress was an older teenager who dressed
as a GI Bride.”

Can you help - were you there... are you in the photo... can you tell us more...? eDWIN Lee, PICTURe BY UxBRIDGe GAZeTTe ReF No. 48737
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Although my interest in nature - in
particular birdwatching - has not
gone away, COVID-19, and mobility
due to my advancing years, has
restricted my interests.

As a consequence, my
birding is now very
local, but I believe 
my observations at
home reflect current
bird life in London's
suburbs.
First and foremost, I
am conscious of the
numerous predators
around that have
certainly had a

bearing on species and bird numbers,
especially our smaller birds. Squirrels are
the worst predators - one day I counted
ten at one time in my back garden. Next
come magpies. In a year they normally
produce two broods with up to eight
young in each brood. Jays and crows are
more numerous and are predators too,
and not to forget greater spotted
woodpeckers. oh and don't
forget that crafty black cat!
The only small species I
regularly see are robins
(currently nesting in our
garage), dunnocks, wrens,
blue and great tits
blackbirds and goldcrests.
The only spring migrant
bird seen in my garden was
a solitary blackcap. No
longer do I see song and
mistle thrushes, starlings,

chiffchaffs, greenfinches, chaffinches,
or long tailed tits or house sparrows,
although I see house sparrrows in my
son's garden in Ruislip Manor.
In the past I have even had skylarks in
my garden. Last year not a single house
martin was spotted from my garden and
I saw only one or two swifts and
swallows. Will this year be any better?
I realise that if I could venture to the
countryside things would be better,
but your home is an indicator that all
is not well.
After I retired I had plenty of time to
pursue my birdwatching hobby and
joined a local Adult education Course
tutored by Dominic Couzens, an
expert in birdwatching and who
occasionally you might see on TV.
Locally (within about 5 miles from
home), this group spotted a list that
exceeded over 180 species, so this is a
challenge for all to go looking once the
virus is behind us.
Birds of prey seem to thrive. every day red
kites and sparrow hawks appear whilst
now kestrels are less commonly seen. But,
during Spring and Autumn migration it
pays to look skywards for regular sightings

of other raptors.
Please don't forget when
the Horticultural Society
Trading Hut, which is 
on Clubhouse Lane, off
Swakeleys Drive, re-opens
after the lockdown, bird
food will once again be
available at bargain prices
and our Hut Robin can
come and see us again.

ToNY RIDLeR

PART 2
In another part
of Ickenham,
just over a
kilometre from
b i r d w a t c h e r
Tony Ridler’s
garden as the
crow flies, we
are blessed with
song birds. 
The most
noticeable is a
50-strong flock
of starlings who
perform mini-murmurations for us in
the evenings, aerate and debug our
lawns for free, and whose sweet song
fills the air for most of the year. This
time of year (early May) is one of the
exceptions, as the starlings are busy
raising their squawking young, who will
no doubt be fledging as soon as the
winds drop. 
Last year, our resident song thrushes
produced two beautiful babies. The
blue tits, coal tits, long-tailed tits,
nuthatches and, later in the year,
goldfinches also had noticeable success
in rearing their young, despite growing
numbers of crows and falling number
of trees in the area.
Then there’s the pied wagtails who
forage busily on the pavements
outside the Swakeleys Road shops and
keep us entertained all year round.
They seem to be experts at dodging
shoppers and don’t seem to be
bothered by the red kites circling in
the skies above their heads!  

RACHeL eVANS

ALL PHoToS CoURTeSY oF JUSTIN oTTo

WHERE HAVE ALL THE
SONG BIRDS GONE?

Goldfinch

Dunnock

Grey Wagtail
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
For which your support would be appreciated.

Please find FULL details of all ev ents on the FE Calendar at 
www.ickenhamchurchnews.co.uk or email events@ickenhamchurchnews.co.uk

Please submit your event details
online by following the prompts at
www.ickenhamchurchnews.co.uk

All submissions to be entered online by
representatives of the church groups,
clubs and societies themselves.

ICKENHAM CHURCHES WOMENS GROUP
No update

Contact Diana Holland 01895 636344

ST GILES’ MOTHERS’ UNION
No meetings for the foreseeable future.

Members are keeping in touch informally by email and phone.

URC SUNDAY CLUB
No update

Contact Heather Piper 07900 828059

ST GILES’ MESSY CHURCH
See the St Giles’ YouTube channel
Contact Emma Taylor 07469 841886

HILLINGDON BRIDGE CLUB
All bridge sessions have been suspended until 

government restrictions are lifted.
Contact 07808 805033 or www.hillingdonbridgeclub.co.uk

DARCEY BUSSELL'S 
DIVERSE DANCE MIX WITH ALICE

No update
Contact Alice 07805 360709

TURKS BADMINTON CLUB
We are maintaining regular contact with our members via both
email and social media and are looking forward to the eventual

lifting of social distancing.
As soon as this is allowed we will resume our regular Tuesday

evening meets and would welcome any new members at that point.
Any new people who may show interest and would like details prior to

us reopening please do not hesitate to contact me in advance.
Contact John Heyes 07734 022719 or

john.heyes@blueyonder.co.uk

STEP BY STEP DANCE SCHOOL 
BALLROOM AND LATIN CLASSES

No update
Contact 07805 360709

ICKENHAM ART SOCIETY
No update

www.facebook.com/ickenhamart/ or 01895 232569

OAKEN LEAVES ENGLISH FOLK DANCING CLUB
No update

Contact Marie Cull 01895 254723

ICKENHAM LIBRARY CRAFT/ KNIT AND NATTER GROUP
Linda is posting weekly ideas on the Ickenham Facebook page for

anyone who wants to do something whilst at home. 
Please note that Ickenham Library is due for refurbishment 

at the end of August for 7 weeks.
Contact Linda French linjoyfrench@btinternet.com 

ICKENHAM MINIATURE RAILWAY - RUNNING DAY
On site activity has completely stopped.

Our members keep in touch via telephone, e-mail and the 
club on-line message-board also via Whatsapp and Facebook.
Our Model Railway Group meet via WhatsApp video chat on

Mondays evenings.
The main club hold a virtual meeting on our message-board on
Friday evenings when photos and articles are submitted for
discussion. At the moment it involves model boat building, 
old West Ruislip railway photographs, old articles from 
'The Model Engineer' and many others including old 

photos of Ickenham.
Contact www.idsme.co.uk and see our Facebook page.

HILLINGDON FRIENDSHIP CENTRE
No update

Contact Marion Brown 01895 674693

THE ART SOCIETY HILLINGDON
No update

Contact Rachel Garside 01895 674484

UXBRIDGE AND ICKENHAM FLORAL ARTS SOCIETY
All events cancelled until at least June. 
Members are keeping in touch via email.

Contact Christine Benn, 
Uxbridge and Ickenham floral Art Society 07977 546621

LIVE JAZZ
Nothing is organised and venue at Ruislip Conservative Club 

is closed. Restart could be September/October, 
but nothing planned.

Contact www.jazzwestlondon.com tel: 01895 632394

ICKENHAM AFTERNOON TOWNSWOMENS GUILD
Meeting will restart when safe.

Contact Jennifer Thompson 01895 634851

BUTTERFLIES
All events planned for 2020 until at least the autumn 

have been cancelled.
Contact ButterfliesIckenham@yahoo.com

HILLINGDON LANGUAGE CLUBS
For the moment the Language Clubs have stopped all activities. 
We are sending a monthly email bulletin to the people on our
mailing lists. We are not organising any online meetings. 

You can contact the clubs at
hillingdonspanishclub@gmail.com   or   01895 253472
hillingdonfrenchclub@gmail.com   or   01895 253472
hillingdonitalianclub@gmail.com   or   020 8863 3468
hillingdongermanclub@gmail.com   or   020 8429 1921 

DUE TO THE CURRENT SOCIAL DISTANCING RULES - MOST OF OUR CLUBS & ACTIVITIES ARE NOT MEETING

SHEEP MAY SAFELY GRAZE?
Readers will have noticed that the churches are closed
until it is considered safe to re open them to the public.
As a result of this decision we have also not been able to
maintain the churchyard grounds. We have not been allowed
to mow the grass either as a small group or as individuals.
The church grounds are kept in a beautiful state for everyone
in the village and for regular visitors by The Holy Mowers. We
do this every week of the year although we are now sadly
reduced in number. 
The main problem we can see at the moment is the spread of
alkanet. For the non horticultural readers amongst us this is
the very pretty bright blue flower than appears in clumps
often with spotted leaves. It looks like forget me knot on speed!
Alkanet tinctoria has a bright blue flower. The plant has a dark
red root of blackish appearance externally, but blue-red inside,
with a whitish core. The root produces a fine red colouring
material, which has been used as a dye in the Mediterranean
region since antiquity. The root as a dyestuff is soluble in
alcohol, ether, and oils, but is insoluble in water. It is used to
give colour to wines, alcoholic tinctures, vegetable oils and
varnishes. This plant was brought here in early 1700 and it is
well established in most of our gardens. So now is the time to
impress your friends with your botanic knowledge!
It is a rampant weed but it attracts pollinators in great
quantities and so we are delighted that the churchyard has
become in these weeks a haven for bees in particular. The
soothing sound of buzzing bees and insects is a balm to our
souls in these times.
The roses are beginning to form buds, with a promise that
when times are better there will be flowers to enjoy as always
along the church paths. The churchyard is visited by people of
faith or no faith, who find comfort and solace in times of
personal sorrow and difficulty. Particularly at this time it has
obviously been a route for those who have been enjoying their
daily stroll.

We have families of robins and blackbirds nesting in the
Garden of Remembrance. They are greedy feeders of crumbs
from local workers who sit on the garden benches and enjoy
their lunchtime sandwich. This has ceased at the moment, so
if you have not done so already, find time to walk down the
church path, sit for a while on the benches and take some bird
food. They are just waiting for something to eat and they are
very tame indeed.
We hope to be able to start tidying up the grass and gravestone
areas as soon as we are given permission to do so. In common
with many of our reinstated patterns of life we will gradually
weed, mow and rake leaves which will all begin to form the
cycle of nature as we have known it.
Finally a big thank you to “the phantom mower” who kindly
trimmed our lawns some weeks ago, whoever you are, thank
you so much. Your kind actions will have made our task at the
end of this difficult time so much easier.
But if you have a mini flock of sheep give us a call!

THe HoLY MoWeRS

Howard, David, Tony, Geoff, Liz with Patricia at the front (Paul and Janet are not in photo)


