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Ickenham has a rhomboid shape between the A40, The
Drive, West Ruislip station and the Marshes. It is a
suburban village which is precious to those living here,
sometimes for several generations. People may upsize or
downsize, but many prefer to stay in the area if they can.
Historians note evidence of its simple status before the
huge expansion of Metroland after the building of the
Metropolitan Railways, and later the withdrawal of the
USAF and the building of the Ickenham Park estate. But
does it still retain its villagey atmosphere?
The infrastructure is here. There is the medieval Church of
St Giles’, Ickenham Manor, Ickenham Hall (now the Compass),
the almshouses and Swakeleys House. There are brilliant
communications: railway, underground, access to motorways
and Heathrow. Surely, though, it is the community spirit that
distinguishes our happy area, and the kindness and
friendliness of the people here.
It certainly includes the
welcome
extended
to
everyone by the two churches
and
their
communities;
including
study
groups,
hosting group events in their
Church Halls and the annual
Holiday Club, due to resume in
2022. This very newsletter you
are reading is inspired by the
churches, but goes free to
every household in Ickenham. St Giles’ church - photo Justin Otto
There are coffee mornings, some
like Butterflies in the Village Hall
(behind which is tucked away
the licensed Home Guard club),
lunch clubs, and many vibrant
social groups and events listed at
the back of the ICN.
There is a uniquely effective
Neighbourhood Watch scheme,
the
flourishing
Ickenham
Residents’ Association, and two
dedicated Facebook groups
featuring wonderful local
photographs. Many charities Ickenham Postbox Toppers
are supported from Hillingdon
Food Bank and masks and scrubs for NHS workers to
CLICKRukiga maintaining links with a western Uganda parish.
Culture is catered for by the library, The Art Society and
groups for languages, floristry, bridge, exercise and dance. The
Horticultural Society encourages gardeners and organises
shows; the Holy Mowers keep St Giles’ churchyard neat. You
will have seen labels attached to Ickenham’s 18 pillar boxes:
‘Ickenham Postbox Toppers... using craft to bring the
community together’. Those toppers have brought delight
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(including the justly-famous one for the Royals in Windsor, for
the Queen’s 95th birthday, the police, Summer, etc); meet the
clever creators on June 12th outside the Village Hall.
Wandering troupes of unicorns, daleks, a Star Wars character
and dinosaurs (see separate article) have brought
serendipitous joy to young and old. There is the miniature
railway maintained by enthusiasts; and scouting/guiding
activities, school fetes, and shows, music and courses at the
Compass Theatre which will soon resume.
We have missed the wonderful Ickenham Festival, run
biennially since 1976 and due to resume next year. Look
forward again to open gardens, sports events, history trails,
tea parties, children’s competitions, flower shows, concerts,
special church services, nature walks, culminating in the Gala
Day with village parade before events in a central location,
maybe followed again by an open-air concert under the stars.
The Festival committee ensured the Christmas lights were kept
on for months this year, organise the December Festive
Community Night, hang out
flags and lay on excellent social
events throughout the year.
We
have
three
doctors’
surgeries, the clinic, and two
helpful pharmacies. There are
good playgroups, two lively
primary schools and two
excellent secondary schools, a
special needs all-through school,
and tertiary education (Uxbridge
College, Brunel University)
nearby. The London Borough of
Cherry blossom
Hillingdon reviews planning
applications, clears our rubbish,
operates the nearby dump, looks
after Swakeleys Park and plants
flowers on roundabouts. We can
walk along the River Pinn; and
in spring we enjoy the doubleflowering
cherry
Prunus
‘Kanzan’ blossom in Long Lane our answer to Japan’s ‘Sakura’
Blossom Festival.
We are happy to support the
unique local shops, from
Ducks on Ickenham pond - photo Barbara Lemmon butchers to post office to
hairdressers to bicycles to
takeaways, and the pubs and many coffee houses. The fabric
of old Ickenham is mainly still visible. There is the pond, newly
refurbished, and the pump donated by Charlotte Gell which
stands as a symbol of Ickenham’s past.
However, the warmth which Ickenham generates is more to
do with the people, the community, and the kindly care and
neighbourliness of so many residents, who have really
stepped up in this grim lockdown period. Thanks, Ickenham,
and keep smiling!
DIANA MAY

Editor: Jim Lee Email: editor@ickenhamchurchnews.co.uk
Visit ICN Online at: www.ickenhamchurchnews.co.uk
For events: Submit online at www.ickenhamchurchnews.co.uk
For advertising: advertising@ickenhamchurchnews.co.uk or 07789 900048
Donations: c/o Alison Summerfield at The Office, St Giles’ Church, Ickenham, UB10 8BG
Ickenham URC at: www.ickenhamurc.org.uk St Giles’ at: www.stgileschurch.co.uk
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THE SPIRIT IS WITH US

“Pentecost signals the dawning of the age of the
Holy Spirit. And the fulness of the Spirit in God’s people
is to empower them for witness to all the nations.
Thus, the meaning of Pentecost is God’s equipping
His church with the power of His Spirit so that
He will be glorified among the nations.”
This past year has been very much a time of ups and downs
and challenges for us all. At the URC much thought and
planning has gone into making our church as safe as possible
for everyone worshipping with us during the pandemic in
periods when we have been able to open. Sadly, during the
lockdowns, there have been extensive periods where we
haven’t been able to open for worship, but thankfully we have
been able to celebrate the main Christian Festivals of
Christmas, Easter and Pentecost, albeit with social distancing,
the wearing of masks and with music but no singing allowed.
However, with the government vaccine programme and great
diligence and care by everybody, we were able to open for the
Easter Sunday service on 4th April, celebrating the
resurrection of our Lord with worshippers of both our
congregation and other churches.
On 25th April we held a joint service with members of St Giles’
to celebrate the 36th Anniversary of our Covenant together.
Both this and the Easter Sunday services brought great
friendship and companionship, full of meaning to our
wonderful Christian community of Ickenham. Throughout the
lockdowns of this pandemic the Holy Spirit has been with us
and we celebrated Pentecost, the coming of the Holy Spirit, on
Sunday 23rd May with our service at 11a.m.
We believe it has been God’s spirit that has driven us forward
to be able to bring His Word to the people of Ickenham and to

THE HUG OF LOVE….

Deep in the core of our being is the need to be loved.
That is to be seen, and known, and valued for who we are.
Not for what we do…
Or what we achieve…
Or what we bring to the table...
Over this past year we’ve been unable to share the basic
welcome of a handshake with a stranger, much less the
intimacy of a hug with our nearest and dearest (unless
they’re in the same household or bubble as we are).
As I write, we are seven days away from ‘the
hug of love’, counting down to the day when we
can visit the relative or friend we’ve been
forced to keep at arms’ length for so many
months and share that precious moment that
says ‘You are loved!”
I wonder when you last gave or received a hug?
I have no idea how soon after May 17th I will be
able to visit my grown-up children and hug them,
but even as I contemplate that emotionally sweet
moment, I am mindful of those who live alone and
for whom a hug is a rare occurrence.
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gather together in worship, albeit
intermittently in recent times.
They say that God moves in
mysterious ways and at this time,
when our church building has
had restricted use, it has had the
up-side that His spirit has helped
us to catch up on those repair
jobs that have been outstanding
for a while. All the outstanding
repairs from our Quinquennial
Building Review have been
completed. The fire alarm system
has been extended throughout
the older part of our church. New
fire doors have been fitted throughout and when we are fully
open you will find a new, completely refurbished kitchen. All
this thanks to the spirit and commitment of the Property and
Finance committee, the goodwill and generosity of our
membership, and donations to our church.
We look forward very much to having greater freedom and be
able to fully open our church and its facilities to our
community for prayer, friendship and fulfilment. We look
forward, at the appropriate time, to the resumption of our
Ickenham Festival, Holiday Club and seeing all our friends
from Yoga, Pilates, Badminton and the U3A and NCT groups.
Above all we pray for good weather to bless our Forecourt Sale
of plants and quality books on Saturday 10th July, our first
fundraising and social event for some time.
And when the day of Pentecost was fully come,
they were all with one accord in one place -- Acts 2:1

CELIA MILLER - ELDER

Love is ‘other centred’ – we share love with someone else. It’s
really not the same when we hug ourselves, although for
many people that’s been the only way hugging has worked in
this last year or so. How can we ensure that our neighbours
and acquaintances feel loved: seen, and known, and valued
for being the unique and special people that they are?
Many people I know who would never darken the door of a
church or open a bible to read its contents are kind and
loving, generous and thoughtful. I would suggest that all of
us are uniquely created by God, and all of us have the
capacity to give and receive love – it’s part of what it
means to be human.
Our neighbours and acquaintances will feel seen
when we acknowledge their presence with a
smile or a word; they will feel known when we
remember their name or some small detail of
the conversations we’ve shared over time; and
they will feel valued when we go out of our
way to spend time with them or include them
in our plans.
To share love is the greatest gift we have – let’s use
it well!

With love, Felicity
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ORCHARD FAMILY REMEMBERED

May 23rd marked the 50th aniversary of the tragic loss of the
Orchard family. Their flight from Gatwick, crashed on the
approach to Rijeka airport on the Adriatic island of Krk, Yugoslavia.

The West Window in St Giles’ commemorates the family as

3

well as a stone in the graveyard
and, if you look carefully you
can read what it says:
In loving memory of
Derek and Gloria Orchard
and their children
Jacqueline
Michael
Antonoy
who died in an
air crash
in Yugoslavia
on 23rd May 1971

Please see our ‘online’ edition, which has a personal article from Masha (Maria) Lloyd.
A video tribute is also available on the St Giles’ YouTube channel.

FROM THE
CHURCHES’ REGISTERS

Committals at Breakspear Crematorium

25th March Daphne Fowling, aged 93, following a Service at St Giles’
31st March Alan Hillman, aged 79

Each week we pray for all the people
who live or work in a particular road
in the Parish as follows:

4th July Haslam Close

13th June Halford Road

20th June Harecroft Lane

27th June Harvil Road

DROP-IN FOR THE BEREAVED
St Giles’ Church Back Hall

2.00pm to 3.30pm third Monday in the month
Come in for a chat over a cup of tea with other
bereaved people and bereavement visitors
The next drop-in’s are on Mondays:
21 June, 19 July and 16 August

ST GILES’ CHURCH
STREET PRAYER LIST

6th June Grove Close

Se e o n
cl e
arti ge 4
pa

11th July Heacham Avenue

18th July Hetherington Way

25th July Heythrop Drive

We are pleased that the Ickenham Church News is being
delivered house to house again for this edition and our dispensers
around Ickenham will be topped up with the latest edition.
Not all the roads in Ickenham will be covered at the moment.
We need help to deliver the Ickenham Church News in
Ivyhouse Road, Almond Avenue, part of Campden Road, part
of The Greenway, part of Halford Road, part of Hoylake
Crescent and the High Road.
So if you would like to join the delivery team please contact
Jim Lee at editor@ickenhamchurchnews.co.uk
We are very grateful to those who have resumed the
deliveries and to those who have ‘housed’ the dispensers and
kept them topped up.
JOYCE ARNOLD

SPRING INTO SUMMER AT THE URC!

Why not celebrate the
end of lockdown at our
Coffee Morning and
Sale of Plants and
Quality
Books
on
Saturday 10 July, 10am
to 12 Noon, admission
free! As well as coffee,
tea and homemade cakes there will be the return of our
famous plant stall and an exciting range of quality books,
mostly priced between £1 and £5 and including a good
selection relating to Middlesex and London, as well as oodles
of maps at only £1 each and plenty of stamps. We will, of

course, be respecting any Covid restrictions still in existence
but hopefully we’ll all be able to relax, enjoy ourselves and
breathe the sweet air of freedom! Proceeds will be shared
between the church and our external charities for the year. If
you have items to donate please bring them to the church
between 3pm and 7pm on Friday 9 July or ring Richard Piper
on 01895 634348 for collection. Plants should be clearly
labelled, please!
We also hope to hold a full forecourt sale on Saturday
4 September so please note the date and contact me on the
above number if you feel that you may be able to help with it.
It’s good to be back!
RICHARD PIPER
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DROP-IN FOR PEOPLE
WHO ARE BEREAVED

ST GILES’ ECOCHURCH

Do you want a greener and more sustainable Ickenham
and do your bit for the Climate Crisis at the same time?
Here at St Giles’ we are starting to do something about it and
here are some ideas for you that could save you money as well
as helping the environment.
1. How big is your RECYCLE v RUBBISH
ratio? Can you do better than a volume
of 2:1?
2. Try and walk a little more and drive a little less every
week. You could use your phone to measure how far you
walk for work, shopping or school and try to increase the
distance weekly.
3. Start a compost heap by piling your
peelings, grass cutting and shredded paper /
cardboard and let the worms do the rest.
You could use a couple of old white ‘green
waste recycling’ bags.
4. With summer just round the corner, why not
dry your washing outside? Your clothes will
smell lovely, you’ll save yourself money, your clothes will
last longer and you’ll be helping to save the environment.
5. Did you know 4.5m tonnes of the food we
buy in the UK each year is thrown away?
This could be costing a family of 4 over £500
a year! See if you can resist the temptation
of special offers you don't really need and
stick to your list.
6. Reply to Hillingdon Council’s consultation on their Climate
Action Plan at www.hillingdon.gov.uk/climate-consultation
before 20th June.
Keep your eye on Facebook @stgilesickenham and
Twitter @rectorybird or join in the conversation.
We’d
love
to
hear
from
you!
Please
email:
editor@ickenhamchurchnews.co.uk

The death of someone we love is one of the hardest things
we experience in our lives. Whether it is expected or a
shock, the enormity of the loss has a profound impact.
In recent months many people in our community have gone
through a period of deep sadness. Following the death of a
family member or a close friend, funerals have been
delayed, the number of mourners present has been
restricted and the usual rituals associated with funerals
have been curtailed. All these losses have added distress to
an already devastating time.
If this has been your experience, you will be welcome at the
monthly bereavement drop-in which will re-open on Monday
21 June from 2pm to 3.30pm in the St Giles’ Church Hall in
Ickenham High Road. The drop-in is open to anyone who
would find it helpful to talk to others who have gone through
a similar experience. Some members of the Ickenham
Churches’ Bereavement Support Group (BSG) will be present
too. A cup of tea will be offered and the current Covid-19
guidelines will be followed (eg wearing of masks, sanitising of
hands, recording of names and contact numbers etc). There is
no need to let us know you are coming – just turn up!
If you are uncertain if the drop-in would be helpful for you,
you might like to discuss it on the telephone with a member
of the Bereavement Support Group. Just call the St Giles’
church office on 01895 622971, leave your name and contact
number and a member of the BSG will call you back.
Future drop-ins will be held on the third Monday in each
month at 2pm in the church hall. The dates are always
publicised in ICN.
There is no right way to grieve. Talking about the person who has
died is recognised as being helpful and can bring relief. We may
need to go over and over the details of the death and the funeral
to try to make sense of what has happened. Grief takes as long as
it takes but as a general rule it takes longer than we expect.
JENNY REID

PROUD PARENTS

THE ST GILES’ ECOCHURCH TEAM

The 3 sisters, Nikkita Chadha, Anoushka
Chadha and Aditti Chadha can be seen at most
bus stops/billboards across the UK! All 3 girls
have been active members of the Ickenham
community, attending Breakspear School and
Vyners. Furthering their education in the arts
by attending one of London’s top theatre
schools. The Chadha’s are so proud to have
shared this memory together, can you spot
them around our Village or on T.V?

The Chadha Family have recently taken the
UK by storm. The Ickenham based family
living and growing up here for over 20
years have recently appeared in the new
Halifax ‘it’s a people thing’ campaign. The
advert aired on TV and now the stills are
everywhere! Together with this the family
also featured in a fun Very.com advert.
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ICKENHAM & SWAKELEYS HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
VIRTUAL SPRING SHOW

With Government restrictions keeping the Village Hall
closed for events, the society were unable to host our
annual Spring Show on Saturday 3rd April as planned and

so, encouraged by the success of our Virtual Autumn Show
in September we decided to go ahead with a virtual Spring
Show instead.

Roger Trigg
Daffodils division 1 all yellow

Roger Trigg
Daffodils division 2

Jane Emery
Mixed daffodils

Carol Mitchell
Tulip

Erica Locke
Primulas

Miles Cason
Camellias

Jenny Moffat
Flowering tree or shrub

Judith Howard
Floral Art ‘Mardi Gras’

Roger Trigg
Pot plant collection

David Saunders
Rhubarb

We were not disappointed – without doubt, our members sent
in wonderful photos to prove that Spring had certainly sprung
in Ickenham!
This time we did offer a prize to the best exhibit in each class
and were delighted to receive nearly 200 entries. Exhibits
included beautiful Spring flowers and plants, delightful Floral
Art, amazing handicrafts, spectacular photographic entries and
some ingenious children’s crafts and baking. The beauty of not
having to take exhibits to the village hall on show day meant that
entries could also include plants and flowers not only in a vase
but growing in our gardens too. It also meant that members
could include photos of early flowering bulbs like Crocus which
have generally finished flowering before the show.
Well done to everyone who took part and congratulations to

our winners. A special mention must go to our top achievers,
Roger Trigg who won an impressive 17 classes, Jane Emery
who won 6 classes and David Saunders and Rosemary Bennett
who both won 5 classes.
We have included some examples here, but our full show is
still on our website and can be viewed at www.ickenhamhorticultural.org.uk and is definitely worth seeing.
We have really missed seeing everyone, but it was great to see
that our members have been putting their Lockdown to good
use in their gardens and working on their handicraft. We are
optimistic that we will be back in the Village Hall on
September 4th for our Autumn Show, so enjoy a happy
summer gardening and we look forward to seeing you there!

The Horticultural
Trading Hut
is now open
every Sunday from
10.30am – 12 noon

MICHELLE CASON AND ROSEMARY BENNETT (JOINT SHOW MANAGERS)

It has been passed as a
COVID safe environment

Victoria Vincent
An item of handicraft
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Jan Heritage
Photo ‘Winter’
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For further information
please see
www.ickenhamhorticultural.org.uk

Penny Vincent (age 6)
Decorated cakes

Olivia Vincent (age 3)
Horticultural painting
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Dinos outside Home Bar photo Kate Walsh

Dinos make an official visit to Pentland
Field School - photo Kate Walsh

Stormtrooper and dalek outside the
village hall - photo Stephen Booth

Dinos on the prowl - photo Kate Walsh

DINOSAURS ROAM OUR STREETS

Following in the footsteps of an earlier outbreak in faraway
Plymouth, news of the Ickenham Dinosaurs soon filled social
All was quiet on the Ickenham front when the peace of
media and our loveable dinos quickly built up a loyal fan
Lockdown II was shattered by an explosion of visitors from
base. Local businesses came to love them and ran a popular
another age. The Ickenham Dinosaurs had hatched.
dinosaur drawing competition in the run-up to Easter.
First to stomp the streets of Ickenham (at least
Being prehistoric and needing to comply
since the late Cretaceous age) was that clever
with social-distancing regulations, the
girl, Edna, with her friend Spike. Together they
dinos needed some way to help enthusiastic
set about making people laugh, which turned out
dinosaur hunters spot them when out and
to be an infectious pastime. Before long, a herd
about. It was at this point that villager
of multi-coloured Ickenham Dinosaurs could be
Justin Otto came to the rescue with a dino
seen causing hilarity by flocking around
locator app which enables dino spotters to
Swakeleys Park, waiting patiently at bus stops,
do just that.
crossing the road very carefully, and hanging out
The Ickenham Dinosaurs may of course want
in front of the shops and village pubs.
Dino safety notice posted by Justin Otto
to go away during the summer... but then
One of the dinosaurs, better known as Madge, sports a
again they do seem to appear in force during school
particularly unusual bright purple colouring. She had clearly
holidays, so keep an eye out and be ready to high five!
evolved rapidly to embrace 21st century life and can be seen
RACHEL EVANS
navigating the streets on her mobility scooter.

ALFIE

Abby Dearing, from Harefield,
loving musicals all her life, put all
her experience together in 2019
and wrote & directed a musical
called ‘Alfie’ which was performed
by the Hillingdon Musical Society, at
the Compass Theatre in Ickenham. Alfie went on to receive
nominations from NODA (National Operatic and Dramatic
Association) and a District Flame Award for Abby.
Since its debut in Ickenham, Abby and her team are planning
to take the show up to the Edinburgh Fringe Festival in 2022!
It has had a few rewrites, but most excitingly, the 2022 version
will have original music by Charlie Pittman, an upcoming
composer/musician with a background in Musical Theatre.
During lockdown, Alfie put together a virtual concert featuring

West End performers which raised over £600 and they
have big plans for June. So watch this space!
Abby has said “I’m so proud of ‘Alfie’ and just the
thought of taking a show up to Edinburgh let alone
one I have written is insane!”
We need to fundraise for the project itself. Please give
us a ‘follow’ and help us get the show up to Edinburgh.
We have a just-giving link, where any donations would be
gratefully received.
Just Giving - www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/alfie2022
Instagram - alfiethemusicalofficial
Facebook - Alfie The Musical
Twitter - AlfieMusical
Youtube- AlfietheMusical

SOPHIE MURRAY
HEADSHOT - M.A.D PHOTOGRAPHY. LOGO ILLUSTRATION - HELEN ROSE
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HEAD ABOVE THE PARAPET FOR THIS REAL-LIFE DINOSAUR
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In early April, a shattering event hit this nation with the
force of Vesuvius erupting with the death of Prince Philip.
Although expected the fall-out was seismic with ripples
engulfing everyone. The outpouring of reams of newsprint
with so much information painting the fullest picture ever
of his life backed by television and radio a veritable
tsunami swamped us.

Ideal spot for sunlight

Regular garden visitor

Robin's nest in corner
of greenhouse

insisting on breakfast, elevenses, lunch/dinner, afternoon tea,
high tea and supper and many snacks in between. I was
astonished to see the robin had built a nest tucked in the corner
of the greenhouse and hopefully successfully raised a brood. The
skill, workmanship and perfection in detail is astonishing. I kept
well away as I had no wish to disturb nature.
The Flower Fields, a BBC Radio 4 Extra programme available
online www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01nb02j whisked me
back to my childhood where, living in the countryside, similar
fields surrounded me. A quillet is an old word for a little patch
of land where flowers - such as violets, daffodils and wild
anemones - flourish. From Victorian times up until the 1960’s,
these early-flowering blooms would be picked, packed and
sent on an overnight train to be sold in Covent Garden in the
morning. In this charming programme (first broadcast in
2012), hearing from some of those who tended the pretty little
flower fields of Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly.
The progression of the four seasons brings constant change
which never ends, commencing with naked skeletons of trees
slowly donning their new wardrobe of delicate finery, first a
scarcely noticeable green haze very quickly turning to a
shimmer and with a violent shake from strong winds appears
fully bedecked with graceful branches smothered in leaves,
blossom and a complete new outfit befitting nature.
Slowly, cautiously, carefully with a certain amount of renewed
confidence shackles fall away and everyday life is somewhat
more relaxed now and preparation for a return to ‘normal’ life
is taking place. But the albatross across my shoulders refuses
to budge, the overhanding fear that the coronavirus brought
into our lives is not going to go away any time soon.

Archive photo of Duke of Edinburgh, Swakeleys House 7th May 1985

Possibly, we learned more about Prince Philip’s life from birth
to death than many of us had known. The eulogies delivered
from the Houses of Parliament were impressive. Journalists
went into overdrive with copious historical facts, anecdotes
and many amusing snippets covering a very long life into
which nothing more could possibly have been fitted. A
remarkable man in every sense of the word. I hope I am not
misquoting, but on the subject of long sermons one comment
from Prince Philip made me smile “The mind cannot absorb
what the backside cannot endure”.

ARTICLE AND PHOTOS MARION BROWN

Prince Philip in Ickenham postbox topper - photo Jo Donnelly

This year our Spring was marred by lack of rain at a vital time
for growers, together with biting North/North East winds.
When rain finally fell, the transformation of plant life was
miraculous. One brief moment of bliss came on a rare sunlit,
warm day in early Spring. Sitting on a garden bench in a
sheltered spot the warmth of the sun made me lift my head and
simply bathed in the sunlight. A perfect restorative tonic.
My constant daily visitor, the robin, has been very demanding

Cow parsley festooned
pathway

Blackthorn edge of
sports field

Colourful Goldfinch
on feeder
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REDDIFORD SCHOOL
SCHOO
OL
38 Cecil Park, Pinner HA5 5HH

Tel: 020 8866 0660

!

Independent School for boys a
and girls
aged 2 years 9 months - 1
11

4 IN THE TOP 100 INDEPENDENT
T SCHOOLS
th

Sunday Times

Visit: reddiford.co.uk or call for appointtment to view
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For which your support would be appreciated.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Please submit your event details
online by following the prompts at
www.ickenhamchurchnews.co.uk

All submissions to be entered online by
representatives of the church groups,
clubs and societies themselves.

Please find FULL details of all ev ents on the FE Calendar at
www.ickenhamchurchnews.co.uk or email events@ickenhamchurchnews.co.uk

ST GILES MOTHERS’ UNION
No meetings for the foreseeable future.
Members are keeping in touch informally by email and phone.

URC SUNDAY CLUB
No update
Contact Heather Piper 07900 828059

STEP BY STEP DANCE SCHOOL- BALLROOM AND
LATIN CLASSES
Weekly on Thursday under 8s – 5.30-6.15pm
Age 8-15 6-7pm, adults 7-8pm
St Pauls Church Hall, Thurlstone Road, Ruislip, HA40BP
Booking in advance only by call or text.
Contact Alice 07805 360709

Update from Felicity re Youtube Channel
Contact Emma Taylor 07469 841886

Cow Byre Exhibition 5-11 Sept 2021. For outdoor painting see
www.facebook.com/ickenhamart/ or 01895 232569

OAKEN LEAVES ENGLISH FOLK DANCING CLUB

HILLINGDON BRIDGE CLUB
All bridge sessions have been suspended
until government restrictions are lifted.
Contact 07808 805033 or www.hillingdonbridgeclub.co.uk

DARCEY BUSSELL’S DIVERSE DANCE MIX WITH ALICE
No update
Contact Alice 07805 360709

No update
Contact Marie Cull 01895 254723

We are maintaining regular contact with our members via both
email and social media and are looking forward to the eventual
lifting of social distancing.
As soon as this is allowed we will resume our regular Tuesday
evening meets and would welcome any new members at that point.
Any new people who may show interest and would like details prior
to us reopening please do not hesitate to contact me in advance.
Contact John Heyes 07734 022719 or
john.heyes@blueyonder.co.uk

DONATIONS to the ICN are

very gratefully received and individually
acknowledged by email. Please make
donation cheques out to “PCC of St Giles’
Church” and send to Alison Summerfield
at: The Office, St Giles’ Church, UB10 8BG

2nd Thursday monthly - flower arranging demonstrations
via Zoom until further notice.
Contact Cristine Benn - crissiebenn@hotmail.co.uk
Nothing is organised and venue at
Ruislip Conservative Club is closed.
Contact www.jazzwestlondon.com tel: 01895 632394

ICKENHAM AFTERNOON TOWNSWOMENS GUILD
Meeting will restart when safe.
Contact Jennifer Thompson 01895 634851

ICKENHAM LIBRARY CRAFT/ KNIT AND NATTER GROUP
Unfortunately there will be no activities until the library is reopened
for community groups

ICKENHAM MINIATURE RAILWAY - RUNNING DAYS

TURKS BADMINTON CLUB

UXBRIDGE AND ICKENHAM FLORAL ARTS SOCIETY

LIVE JAZZ

ICKENHAM ART SOCIETY

ST GILES MESSY CHURCH

THE ART SOCIETY HILLINGDON
No update. Contact Rachel Garside 01895 674484

Ickenham Miniature Railway is determined to be back as soon as
circumstances allow. Our members keep in touch via telephone,
e-mail and the club on-line message-board also via Whatsapp and
Facebook. Our Model Railway Group meet via WhatsApp video chat
on Mondays evenings. We have a Zoom meeting every Friday evening
from 19:45hrs on a variety of subjects. The recent talk on Ickenham
attracted several local residents. All are welcome to join us.
Contact www.idsme.co.uk and see our Facebook page.

HILLINGDON FRIENDSHIP CENTRE
Due to Covid-19 sadly the Hillingdon Friendship Centre closed
on 31st October 2020. All enquiries and information
Contact Marion Brown 01895 674693

BUTTERFLIES
Coffee morning 14th August 9.30 - 1.00
Table top sale September 11th 9.30 -1.00
Table top sale October 16th 9.30
Christmas table top sale November 20th 9.30 -1.00
Christmas coffee morning December 11th 9.30-1.00
Contact ButterfliesIckenham@yahoo.com

HILLINGDON LANGUAGE CLUBS
Some of the Language Clubs are meeting online and sending
a monthly email bulletin to people on our mailing lists.
To find out the arrangements, please contact
the club you are interested in:
hillingdonspanishclub@gmail.com or 01895 253472
hillingdonfrenchclub@gmail.com or 01895 253472
hillingdonitalianclub@gmail.com or 020 8863 3468
hillingdongermanclub@gmail.com or 020 8429 1921

••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• •••

COPY DEADLINE DATES
••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• •••

The ICN needs your stories - deadline for the
August/September 2021 Edition is:

12noon on Friday 9th July 2021
All items are subject to Editorial review.
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REMEMBERING THE ORCHARD FAMILY.
‘THE LOSS THAT NEVER WENT AWAY’.

9

50 years ago, on 23rd May 1971, a whole family from
Ickenham died tragically in an air crash at Rijeka
airport in Croatia. My Aunt Gloria, my Uncle, Derek
Orchard and their children, Jacqueline (12), Michael
(9) and Antony (7) are still remembered today not just
by my family but by many people from the village.
Revd. V.B. Wynburne wrote in the ICN in July 1971
“They were so much an integral part of the
community in general and the church in particular
that we all feel a tremendous sense of loss”. That loss
has never gone away.

Gloria and Derek’s wedding, Henbury 8th Feb 1957

Courtenay with his siblings and father in Henbury - late 20's

Gloria (Sledmere 1926), daughter of Revd. J. Lloyd and
Dorothy Scull had two siblings, my father Courtenay and
Raymond who sadly died of polio aged 16. My father,
now aged 102, is still alive today and we are their closest
surviving relatives.

Breakspear school, Michael sang in the choir and the
boys went to the cubs. Gloria was on the Mother’s Union
and the family went regularly to church. They had many
friends who still remember them today and who have
never forgotten the tragedy. They were only able to go
on holiday after my grandmother died in December 1970
and were very excited to take the children to “Mummy
and Daddy’s island”. When my father received the fatal
call, he told my mother “I only have you left now”. The
children’s friends still remember the day the terrible
news was announced in school assembly by the
headmaster, Mr. Ettling and the sadness in the village
following the tragedy.
On the day of the funeral my father sat in his sister’s
lounge all night. He was heartbroken but has rarely
talked about the tragedy again. I was just 14 and
something died inside me when I heard the news. I was
handed a cross to bear all my life but at the same time I
carry them in my heart.
The community was so stunned it raised funds for a
special memorial, the stained glass window at St Giles’.
It is a fitting way to remember this much loved family
who so unfairly met their death too soon in life and in
such a tragic way.

Henbury c1931 with Courtenay, Raymond, Gloria, Grandpa and Grandma

Gloria Elizabeth Lloyd in 1939 aged 13

Gloria served with the WRACS
as a corporal during WW2 and
was a practical, jolly, loving
and ‘get on with it’ type of
person.
She and Derek, a
chartered engineer, met and
fell in love on the Island of Krk
in Croatia. They lived at 18 Ivy
House Road and life was busy.
Gloria had to run the home and
look after her elderly parents
who also moved to Ickenham.
The
children
attended

Newspaper article of Jacqueline Michael and Antony playing in the snow

Gloria (right) an army corporal (driver) about 1947

A special service was broadcast on 23rd May but I hope
that after the pandemic we can hold a belated 50th
anniversary memorial service next year. I remember the
turnout at the service in 1971. The church was so packed
not all could enter. I hope we can fill it again in memory
of Gloria, Derek, Jacqueline, Michael and Antony and
share together the loss that never went away.
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